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Abstract

In Tajziyat al-Amsar wa Tazjiyat al-A ‘sar, also known as Tarikh-e Wassaf,
the author Wassaf al-Hazra describes the Chinese Dar al-Molk during the
conquests of Kublai Khan as the “greatest city of China.” The name of this
city has been recorded differently in various manuscript and printed versions
of Tarikh-e Wassaf, such as Khutray, Khenray, Khenzay, Khunzay, and so
on. However, in the Bombay lithograph edition, this city has been
mistakenly identified as Khanbaligh (what is now Beijing), and in
subsequent texts have followed this error by recording it as Khutray. This
study examines the name of this city in 11 earliest manuscripts of Tarikh-e
Wassaf, as well as other historical texts from the Mongol period and Chinese
sources. Khunzay, which has been erroneously recorded as Khutray in the
manuscript and print versions of Tarikh-e Wassaf, actually refers to an
ancient port city in China. In various ancient historical texts, as well as
Persian, Arabic, and European travelogues, it is recorded under different
names, such as Khanju (al-Tafhim), Khansa (Ibn Battuta’s Travelogue),
Khansay (Jame' al-Tavarikh, Tarikh-e Banaketi, Nuzhat al-Qolub,
Khataynama), Khingsay (Jame* al-Tavarikh), Hinksay (Athar va Ehya),
Kinsay (The Travels of Marco Polo), Cansay (The Travels of Friar Odoric),
Campsay (The Travels of John of Marignolli), and Cassay (The Book of the
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Estate of the Great Cann, Set Forth by the Archbishop of Soltania). This city
is known today as Hangzhou, Hanzhou, or Hangju, and is pronounced as
Khunzay in the earliest manuscripts of 7arikh-e Wassaf. This pronunciation
aligns with one of the earliest pronunciations of the city’s name (character
1T) in the early Mandarin period, which had a pronunciation between zamma
(o) and fatha (a).

Keywords: Tarikh-e Wassaf, Khutray, Khunzay, Hangzhou, Hangju,
Phonetic and Orthographic Transformations.
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