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Abstract

Contemporary fiction often employs diverse linguistic styles, with
some adopting a poetic prose that verges on poetry through its
aesthetic and imaginative qualities. Writers utilizing this technique
employ rhetorical and linguistic devices to approximate poetic
language. Khayr al-nesa, a mnovel by Qasem Hasheminejad,
exemplifies this style in Persian literature. This phenomenon extends
beyond Persian letters, manifesting in works by Western authors like
James Joyce and Virginia Woolf. This study employs a descriptive-
analytical approach to examine the novel’s poetic elements through
the dual lens of rhetorical poetic prose (emphasizing figurative
language and linguistic musicality) and lyrical poetic prose (focusing
on subjective narration and emotional resonance). Findings reveal that
while  Hasheminejad  integrates both  dimensions, rhetorical
elements—figurative devices (metonymy, simile, metaphor, allusion),
verbal embellishments (parallelism, paronomasia, alliteration), and
semantic techniques (association, synesthesia)—dominate. These
features, coupled with a nonlinear temporal structure and multisensory
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descriptions, elevate the narrative into a lyrical experience. The
novel’s synthesis of mystical themes and stylistic innovation aligns
with Mehran Oshrieh’s theoretical framework, positioning Khayr al-
nesa as a seminal work in Persian poetic prose.

1. Introduction

The boundary between prose and poetry blurs in narratives
employing poetic prose, a style characterized by linguistic
ornamentation and affective depth. Qasem Hasheminejad’s Khayr al-
nesa (2010) exemplifies this tradition, akin to Western works by Joyce
and Woolf. This study analyzes its poetic devices through Oshrieh’s
(2015) taxonomy of rhetorical (form-driven) and /yrical (emotion-
driven) poetic prose, addressing a gap in scholarship on
Hasheminejad’s stylistic innovation.

2. Background of the Research

Prior research on Khayr al-nesa has focused on narrative structure
(Qasemi & Bani-Ardalan, 2021) or linguistic stylistics (Ramezanpour,
2021), but none systematically examine its poetic prose. Parallel
studies on Golestan (Tayefi & Pourshabanan, 2010) and Najdi
(Beiglari, 2020) contextualize this stylistic trend in Persian fiction.

3. Methodology
Guided by Oshrieh’s framework, this study adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach to dissect:

e Rhetorical poetic prose: Figurative language and
phonological patterns. It maintains linear causality despite
rthetorical ambiguity

e Lyrical poetic prose: The narrative clements (setting, tone,
characterization) reflect subjective perception, and external
objects become vessels for internal emotions

4. Analysis

The magical realist novel Khayr al-nesa chronicles a Mazandarani
woman who gains miraculous healing powers after a mystical
encounter, yet cannot heal her own family. These powers—bestowed
and later reclaimed by a mysterious boy—frame the narrative.
Analysis of Rhetorical Poetic Prose Figurative Devices: The author
extensively employs rhetorical figures. Metonymy creates layered
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meanings, similes craft multisensory imagery that poeticizes mundane
actions, light-based metaphors visualize mystical concepts like cosmic
awareness, and innuendo achieves concision while deepening
semantic resonance.

Ornamental Devices: The text’s musicality is enhanced through:

- Phonetic devices: Parallelism (particularly in verbs)
establishes rhythmic flow, paronomasia enriches textual
beauty through wordplay, and alliteration strengthens acoustic
texture.

- Semantic devices: Symmetry (often anatomical) enhances
textual cohesion, synesthesia generates innovative imagery
through sensory fusion, and deliberate ambiguity invites active
reader engagement and aesthetic pleasure.

Analysis of Lyrical Poetic Prose Chronotope: Time assumes a
mythic, cyclical quality that disrupts linear chronology, evoking
timelessness. Space manifests dually as concrete (northern forests)
and abstract (spiritual journey to Karbala), achieving trans-spatial
dimensions.

Descriptions and Characterization:
- Multisensory descriptions create a vivid mystical atmosphere
- Characterization employs both direct and indirect methods,
with the moral dichotomy between purity (Khayr al-nesa) and
corruption (envious, deceitful characters) conveying ethical
messages
Plot Structure: The narrative follows a cohesive three-act structure
that blends fantastical elements with sociohistorical realities, building
compelling suspense. The revelation that Khayr al-nesa is the
narrator’s grandmother ultimately forges profound connections
between author, narrative, and reader.

S. Conclusion

Qasem Hasheminejad has masterfully synthesized rhetorical and
lyrical poetic prose to create a multilayered, innovative work. Through
complex literary devices, he renders profound mystical and mythic
concepts within a symbolic narrative framework. The lyrical
dimension, employing mythic temporality and multisensory
descriptions, elevates the narrative to a poetic experience. Analysis
reveals the rhetorical dimension predominates over the lyrical in this
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novel. Ultimately, Khayr al-nesa stands as a brilliant practical
application of Mehran Oshrieh’s theoretical framework in long-form
fiction. Hasheminejad’s synthesis of rhetorical ornamentation and
lyrical subjectivity redefines Persian magical realism. While rhetorical
devices dominate, their interplay with lyrical elements—particularly
in mythicizing Mazandarani folklore—creates a uniquely immersive
narrative. This study underscores Khayr al-nesa’s contribution to
theorizing poetic prose in long-form fiction.

Keywords: Poetic Prose, Rhetorical Poetic Prose, Lyrical Poetic
Prose, Qasem Hasheminejad, Khayr al-nesa.
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