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Abstract

Conceptual Blending Theory posits that meaning in language emerges
from the fluid integration of two or more conceptual domains within a
blended space. Borujerdi proverbs—concise, image-rich expressions
rooted in the region’s agrarian and pastoral culture—offer a
particularly fertile ground for analysis through this lens. This study
aims to elucidate the meaning-construction processes in Borujerdi
proverbs using the conceptual blending framework. Employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in library research, we
examined a corpus of 25 proverbs related to agricultural traditions
drawn from both written and oral sources. The research question is:
“According to Conceptual Blending Theory, how is meaning
constructed in Borujerdi proverbs?” Findings indicate a recurrent
three-stage process: composition (initial merger of two input spaces),
completion (enrichment via cultural background knowledge and lived
experience), and elaboration (extraction of emergent meaning within
the blended space). These stages faithfully represent the cognitive and
metaphorical mechanisms at work, conveying ethical, economic, and
forward-looking messages succinctly and powerfully. The study
underscores the analytical utility of Conceptual Blending Theory for
investigating folk language and cultural memory, and recommends its
application in comparative studies across other dialects and fields of
cultural research.
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1. Introduction

Proverbs occupy a privileged position in reflecting collective
mentality because of their concision, repeatability, and semantic
density. These compact utterances package abstract concepts into
familiar, concrete images by combining metaphor, humor, and
empirical realities. Among the treasury of local speech, Borujerdi
proverbs are a striking example of the interweaving of language and
local culture: they not only mirror livelihood practices, social
relations, and moral outlooks of the community, but through their
characteristic pictorial structures they render abstract notions in lived,
tangible forms. Emerging from both rural and urban life in the region,
these proverbs encode concepts such as suffering, hypocrisy, fairness,
effort, trickery, and justice in succinct structures rich with pragmatic
force. In effect, they are verbal embodiments of unwritten narratives
transmitted across generations. Conceptual Blending Theory, as laid
out by Fauconnier and Turner, holds that meaning in language arises
from the dynamic integration of mental spaces; in this process two or
more conceptual domains are merged in a new blended space to
produce novel meanings.

This study aims to analyze the process of conceptual blending in
Borujerdi proverbs and to identify the cognitive and metaphorical
mechanisms embedded in their structure. The central research
question is: According to Conceptual Blending Theory, how is
meaning constructed in Borujerdi proverbs?

2. Literature Review

Although numerous studies have applied Conceptual Blending Theory
to literature, religion, and media, comparatively few investigations
have focused on the structural and cognitive properties of vernacular
proverbs. This research, while acknowledging previous contributions,
specifically probes the meaning-construction processes in Borujerdi
proverbs using the blending framework. In doing so it both
strengthens the theoretical corpus of blending studies and contributes
to the documentation and interpretation of local cultural heritage.

3. Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach grounded in library
research. Borujerdi proverbs were collected from written and oral
sources, and from this larger pool a sample of 25 proverbs related to
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two key agricultural/domestic animals (cow and donkey) — chosen
for their higher relative frequency among animal-based agricultural
proverbs — was selected as the dataset for conceptual analysis. Each
proverb was analyzed within Fauconnier and Turner’s four-space
model by identifying the two input spaces, the generic space, the
blended space, the principal mappings, and the vital relations that
structure the blend.

4. Analysis and Discussion

In the agricultural and pastoral traditions of Borujerd, the cow and the
donkey have played pivotal economic and transport roles;
accordingly, many local proverbs derive from observations of these
animals’ behaviors and afford culturally salient imagery. Analyses of
representative items demonstrate how two input spaces (for example,
a concrete animal-based scenario and a correlated behavioral
outcome) are linked via a generic space and recombined in a blended
space that yields emergent meanings. As an illustrative case, consider
the proverb:

Gusal ve tenafe gardenes$ seyl mokona, ke ferar mekona (“The
cow watching the rope around its neck; when it sees the rope slack, it
runs away.”)

Input space 1: the calf’s repeated attention to the rope (a
cognitive/monitoring behavior). Input space 2: the act of running away
(an overt behavioral response). Generic space: the recurrent pattern
assessment — decision — action. Blended space: an image of the
vigilant calf that waits for the opportune moment to flee; the emergent
meaning reads: one who constantly monitors constraints will act only
when an actual opportunity to escape appears.

This and other cases show that blending exposes multi-layered
cognitive and metaphorical mechanisms: concrete elements (e.g.,
“rope around the calf’s neck) combine with cognitive reactions or
practical outcomes (e.g., escape or entrapment) to produce socially
and ethically charged messages. The analysis repeatedly reveals a
three-stage process—composition, completion, elaboration—where
initial mapping is supplemented by cultural background knowledge
and then imaginatively extended within the blend to yield novel
interpretive inferences.
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5. Conclusion

Application of Conceptual Blending Theory to Borujerdi proverbs
demonstrates the theory’s capacity to model the linguistic and cultural
complexity of traditional sayings. Proverbs function as compressed
repositories of local knowledge: through blending they efficiently
encode ethical, economic, and pragmatic guidance. The observed
blending processes are often networked and multi-layered; the three-
stage pattern of composition—completion—elaboration consistently
underlies the generation of emergent meanings aligned with farmers’
lived logic (prudence in economic decisions, fairness in social
interactions, and warnings about short-term risks). This approach not
only deepens theoretical understanding of proverb semantics but also
highlights the value of blending analysis for preserving and
interpreting intangible cultural heritage.

Keywords: Cognitive Semantics; Conceptual Blending; Vernacular
Proverbs; Borujerdi Dialect.
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