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Abstract

Grammar is a discipline concerned with the study, description, and
analysis of the rules governing language, thereby elucidating its
structural and functional characteristics. Despite the foundational role
of grammar in organizing the structure and tone of poetry, the
category of quasi-sentences—as a subset of linguistic constructions—
has received scant and sporadic scholarly attention in previous
research and reference works. Khaghani’s Divan, by virtue of the high
frequency and remarkable diversity of quasi-sentences, provides a rich
corpus for examining this phenomenon. Employing a layered stylistics
approach and focusing on three levels—syntactic, rhetorical, and
lexical—this study analyzes selected poems from the Divan with
respect to the placement, structural formation, and functions of quasi-
sentences. Within this framework, the research investigates the types
and variations of syntactic structures; the deliberate deployment of
quasi-sentences in key positions within the couplet; rhetorical
functions such as brevity, emphasis, and figurative imagery; and the
strategic selection and combination of lexemes attuned to the semantic
and musical context of the verse. The findings reveal the tripartite
functions—syntactic, rhetorical, and lexical—of quasi-sentences in
Khaghani’s poetry, clarifying their role in shaping his distinctive style.
By highlighting this stylistic device, the study opens new avenues for
deeper analysis of classical Persian texts.
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1. Introduction

Persian grammar, as a systematic discipline for identifying the
structural and functional properties of language, is built upon the
study and analysis of syntactic, morphological, and lexical
components of texts. Among the grammatical categories that have
received limited scholarly attention in the literature is the “quasi-
sentence” — a linguistic unit that functions semantically as a complete
sentence, yet lacks the full syntactic structure of one. The prominence
of this category in classical works, particularly in Khagani’s Divan, is
significant in terms of frequency, diversity, and stylistic potential.
Mastering both Persian and Arabic, and fully aware of rhetorical
capacities, Khaqgani deliberately employed quasi-sentences in his
qasidas, ghazals, and other poetic forms, utilizing them as tools for
emphasis, brevity, and emotional expression. This study, employing a
layered stylistics approach, seeks to examine the lexical, syntactic, and
rhetorical functions of quasi-sentences, elucidating their role in
shaping Khaqgani’s individual style.

2. Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive—analytical method within the
theoretical framework of layered stylistics. The complete corpus of
Khagani’s Divan (based on Mirjalaleddin Kazzazi’s edition) was
thoroughly reviewed twice, and all instances of quasi-sentences were
extracted. Samples were selected based on syntactic, rhetorical, and
lexical diversity to ensure statistical and content validity. Data
collection combined a library-based approach with direct textual
analysis: authoritative sources in grammar and rhetoric were consulted
alongside a systematic reading of the Divan. The analysis focused on
three principal dimensions — syntactic position and structure of
quasi-sentences; rhetorical capacities (brevity, phonetic music,
emphasis, and emotional transmission); and lexical characteristics
(origin, frequency, selection, and combination). Where necessary,
comparisons with contemporary poets were made to highlight
Khagani’s distinctive features.

3. Discussion

Syntactic Layer: Findings indicate that quasi-sentences occur most
frequently at the beginning of verses; the verse-initial position
captures the audience’s attention and conveys an oratorical or epic
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tone. Their presence in thyme positions intensifies their rhetorical and
phonetic effect, as rhyme is a focal point for both mental and auditory
attention. Furthermore, Khaqani constructed some quasi-sentences in
accordance with Arabic syntactic rules, reflecting his awareness of
cross-linguistic syntactic adaptation. Grammatical modality is notably
prominent, with examples in subjunctive, indicative, optative,
emotional, and epistemic modes, illustrating the broad semantic range
of these structures in his poetry.

Rhetorical Layer: Analysis reveals that quasi-sentences in Khagani'’s
Divan are multifunctional. In terms of brevity, they convey full
meaning in the shortest possible linguistic form, compressing the
rhythmic pace of the text. Repetitive forms enrich the phonetic music,
creating consonance and enhancing the auditory quality of the verse.
Emotional transmission is another salient role: high-affect structures
reflect the poet’s self-presence and his responses to personal and
social situations. Additionally, in certain contexts, quasi-sentences act
as emphasis markers, distinguished by special stress patterns that
highlight semantic content.

Lexical Layer: Lexical choices for quasi-sentences are highly
deliberate. Some forms are derived from Old or Classical Persian,
imparting historical and epic resonance, while others originate in
Arabic, imbuing the text with liturgical or supplicatory coloration.
From a literary-genre perspective, quasi-sentences may serve didactic
functions or lyrical/emotive purposes. Rare, unconventional examples
within his oeuvre possess high stylistic value, as their low frequency
in Persian literature makes their use a mark of poetic innovation.

4. Conclusion

The tripartite analysis — lexical, syntactic, and rhetorical —
demonstrates that quasi-sentences, despite lacking the full syntactic
completeness of sentences, possess substantial semantic, phonetic, and
syntactic potential, and play a pivotal role in forming Khaqani’s
individual style. Their frequent occurrence in initial and rhyming
positions, integration of cross-linguistic structures, diverse modalities,
brevity, and phonetic musicality all contribute to making them one of
his principal expressive tools. Khaqgani’s strategic lexical selection,
use of archaic and cross-linguistic elements, and incorporation of rare
forms reveal his linguistic awareness and stylistic creativity. These
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findings not only deepen the understanding of his poetic style but also
offer a model for parallel research in other classical Persian texts.

Keywords: Persian grammar; quasi-sentence; layered stylistics;
Khaghani’s Divan; syntax; rhetoric; lexicon
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