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Abstract

Persian literary works possess diverse themes; however, cinematic adaptations of literary
works are significantly less common in Iranian cinema compared to global cinema.
Gholam-Hossein Saedi is one of the writers whose three stories have attracted the attention
of directors, resulting in film adaptations. This research attempts to answer the cluestion of
what shared signs these three stories possessed that attracted the attention'ef directofs. The
research employs a descriptive-analytical method based on the collgetionrand compilation
of information from three stories by Gholam-Hossein Saedi: "The Cow 2"*The Dump," and
"Peace in the Presence of Others," which were adapted bytwo Iranian directors, studied
and analyzed based on Daniel Chandler'stheory of semioties. This theoryaddresses various
dimensions of literary works from three perspectives:‘social, textual, and interpretive. The
research results indicate that these three stories, despite théirdifferences, share common
signs, particularly in the category of social codes; sign$\su€h as the metamorphosis of the
main character'sidentity, the confusion, helplessness, an@ hopelessness of modern man, the
dark atmosphere and unfavorable social conditions,Jand the dissatisfaction and malaise of
the story's characters. The shared social signs in these stories reflect the social conditions
in Iran during the 1960s and 1970s, and demonstrate that the reason for their selection by
these two directors was their concern forecontemporary issues and human life during the
transition from tradition to modernity. Furthermore, the shared social signs in the two
stories "The Cow" and "The Dump! (selected by Mehrjoui) have a higher frequency
compared to the story "Peacelin t‘he Presence of Others" (selected by Taghvai).

S

1. Introduction

A review of theories related to semiotics reveals that Daniel Chandler's
classification of codes is well suited for this research. Therefore, the three
aforementioned stories will studied, and then examined based on Daniel Chandler's
semiotic theory to identify common signs. Daniel Chandler divides codes and signs
into three categories—social codes, textual codes, and interpretive codes—based
on the "context of media, communications, and cultural studies."

2. Materials and Methods

The research is fundamental in nature, and its method is descriptive-analytical,
based on the collection and compilation of information. Initially, the theoretical
foundations of the research studied; then, Daniel Chandler's semiotic theory chosen
as the theory to examine the stories. The application of Chandler's semiotic
framework provides a specific methodological and analytical addition that goes
beyond content description. In addition to describing and explaining narrative
events, the objective of this research is to demonstrate how the systematic formation
and repetition of signs occur in Saedi's three texts and to link this system to the
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socio-ideological context of the author's era. To avoid mere interpretation of
narrative elements, Daniel Chandler's theoretical structure utilized.

3. Discussion and Analysis

Of'the three films based on Saedi's stories, two—"The Cow" (an adaptation of
the story "The Cow" in 1968) and "The Cycle" (an adaptation of the story "Garbage
Dump" in 1974)—were directed by Dariush Mehrjui. While "Tranquility in the
Presence of Others" (an adaptation of the story "Tranquility in the Presence of
Others" in 1970) was made by Nasser Taghvai. The stories will be examined in six
categories designed based on Chandler's theory. The first four categories relate to
social codes, and the last category, titled "Ideological Codes," relates to interpretive
codes. 6.1. Identity (Names and Titles) 6.2. Social Status (Occupation, Social Class,
Education) 6.3. Traditions and Values (Culture, Customs, and Rituals) 6.4.
Commodities (Objects, Household Items, Clothing, Food, etc.) 6.5. Textual Codes
6.6. Ideological Codes
4. Conclusion 4

The research findings indicate that the three stories adapted from Gholam-Hossein
Saedi, despite their differences, share common characteristics, particularly in the
category of social codes. These include signs such as the metamorphosis of the main
character's identity, the confusion, helplessness, and despair of modern man, the
dark atmosphere and unfavorable social conditions, and the dissatisfaction and
malaise of the characters. The shared social signs in these stories reflect the social
situation in the 1960s and 70s, suggesting that the reason for their selection by these

two directors was their concern for contemporary issues and the life of modern man.

Keywords: Semioties, L}terary Adaptation, Contemporary Persian Story, Gholam-
Hossein SaedipDaniel Chandler.
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