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Abstract ¢

The history of Persian literature bears witness that writers and poets, in
their imagery and thematic creations, have utjlized most things they
encountered, making them a basis for writing and composing.
Accordingly, the use of letters and words=<not merely as purely
linguistic elements, but as image~making and theme-creating
elements—is observed in Persian literature. Of course, the quality and
manner of using linguistic elenlents in an abstract form are directly
related to the strength.and weakness of poets and writers. Among them,
Mirza AbdolgaderBidel, as .ong of the prominent poets of the Indian
Style, while repeating.some of'the methods of his predecessors in this
field, also had specialdnnovations, which are addressed in this research
using a descriptiveranalytical method. The research findings indicate
that Bidel utilized four methods for the abstract application of linguistic
elements:_visualtimagistic, phonetic, structural, and personification-
based. The abstract application of letters, words, and combinations in
the poefry of Mirza Abdolqader Bidel is the result of his encounter with
language as a living and flexible substance. Based on this approach,
some linguistic elements are transformed into visual categories;
furthermore, through phonetic and structural changes, a profound
semantic shift has occurred in some words. Finally, by personifying
letters and words, profound mystical concepts are conveyed to the
audience by providing multi-dimensional symbols from certain letters
of the alphabet.
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1 .Introduction

The letters of the alphabet are considered the constituent units of words;
however, their importance and role in literary language are not limited
to this matter alone. Persian poets have utilized other capacities of these
letters in their poetry. Some of these capacities have been introduced
and examined within the framework of verbal literary devices;
however, regarding another part of them, no organized research has
been conducted, and they still remain in obscurity.

One important capacity of the letters that poets have paid attention to is
their visual form, which poets have used to convey a specific’meaning.
On the other hand, this very application opened horizefisfof aesthetics
to poetry, and by discovering new connections, unigile imagery was
also formed in poetry, which at first glance seems"very strange.

In this state, letters acquire a dual function and become one of the
important tools in literary creation. These kinds{ofipoetic techniques are
also considered a form of norm-breaking-and defamiliarization.

This research seeks to examine this typeof utilization of alphabet letters
and words in the Divan of Ghazals by Mirza Abdolqader Bidil. In
addition to extracting and providing patterns of this method's
application, it aims to help unfavel ‘the conceptual knots of several
couplets.

2 .Literature ReV1ew

The research conduoted on this topic has not been in the domain of the
Indian Style (Sabk -e'Hendi) of poetry; therefore, no research has been
done spemflcally on the ghazals of Mirza Abdolqader Bidil either.
Among thg fewaesearch works found, two were focused on the poetry
of Khaqani and Sanai, and another article did not go beyond the time of
Hafez; thus, in the realm of poets of the Indian Style, no research with
this topic is observed. Furthermore, the present research differs
significantly from other studies conducted on this topic in terms of the
diversity and classification of materials.

3 .Research Method

In this academic research, using an analytical-descriptive method, the
techniques of Abdolqader Bidil in utilizing the visual form of letters
and words for thematic development and imagery in his poems have
been investigated. The statistical population of the research is the
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treasure of Persian poetry and literature, focusing on the Divan of
Bidil's Ghazals, and library resources have been used for data
collection.

4 .Findings and Discussion

The abstract application of alphabet letters and their utilization for
imagery and thematic creation in poetry is one of the oldest poetic
techniques. In the poetry of some powerful poets, its scope extends to
words and poetic compounds as well. What is meant by this type of
application is the use of letters, words, and compounds in)a space
outside their abstract and conventional realm, which transforms these
categories from mere signs for conveying a fixed meaning into living,
dynamic, and sentient elements that, depending en.the context of the
sentence, can have new roles and meanings.

Through abstract application, these elements,“whil¢ performing their
role in their stereotypical form, attain a new identity. An identity that
places them at the disposal of the poet asamaterials to use in their own
imagery and thematic creation. The resulting outcome is an image or
theme that has another meaning, albeit/independent of the linguistic
system.

Mirza Abdolgader Bidil, as on€ of the most prominent poets of the
Indian Style, used four'general'methods for the abstract application of
letters and words:

1 .Visual-Pictoriat ”l:echniqueSZ. Phonetic Techniques3. Structural
Techniques. 4. Persenification-Based Techniques.

5 .Conelusion ©

The abstragt application of letters, words, and compounds in the poetry
of Mirz\a Abdolgader Bidil is the result of his encounter with language
asvadiving and flexible substance. Based on this approach, three
important metamorphoses have occurred in his poetry:

A. Transforming linguistic elements into a visual category: In these
instances, poetry approaches painting, and the letters of the alphabet are
more like schematics of a mental image than linguistic units.

B. Creating profound semantic shifts through phonetic and structural
changes: This method sometimes focuses on the pronunciation of two
words and engages in making them nonsensical or substitution; other
times, it uses the structure of two words as the basis for its thematic
creation.
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C. Animating letters and words and the symbolic use of certain letters:
By animating the letters of the alphabet and words, the poet transforms
language from a set of dry and lifeless rules into a living artistic
workshop where every word has its own unique dynamism and
flexibility. His further step is transforming the letters of the alphabet
into multidimensional symbols that can convey profound mystical
concepts to their audience.

Keywords: Mirza Abdolqader Bidel, Abstract Application, Imagery,
Theme Creation, Alphabet.
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