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Abstract

Many contemporary literary scholars agree that literature is fundamentally defined by its form. Itis the form
that distinguishes literary works from non-literary ones. Accordingly, literary criticism, the history of literary
evolution, and aesthetic analysis are deeply rooted in the study of form. In traditional Persian poetry
scholarship, despite numerous efforts to analyze individual formal elements orartistic structures,'the concept
of "form" as a foundational aspect of poetry has often been overlooked. This has'led to critical gaps in literary
studies in Iran and has hindered the scientific development of Persian poetic discourse. This study, grounded
in the theoretical framework of Polish aesthetician Wtadystaw Tatarkiewicz, aimsto trace the evolution of
poetic form in Persian literature up to the modernist shift introduced by Nima) Yushij. By applying
Tatarkiewicz’s classification of artistic forms to the history of Persian pectry, thisaesearch reveals that the
formal transformations in Persian verse align remarkably well with=his<tages of form development. The
findings suggest that a formalist perspective can offer new insights \into the aesthetic trajectory of Persian
.poetry.

This article explores the evolution of poetic form in Persian literatu?e from classical periods up to the modem
era of Nima Yushij, drawing on the aesthetic and formalist.theoriés of the Polish philosopher Wiadyslaw
Tatarkiewicz. The study is grounded in the premise—widé€ly accepted among literary critics and theorists
today—that literature is essentially form, and that the distinction between literary and non-literary texts lies in
their formal qualities. Accordingly, understandingliterature, its history, and its criticism is inseparable from
understanding the evolution of literary form.

Theoretical Background and Research Problem

1. Introduction )

Despite the meticuloys attention paidto poetic devices such as meter, rhyme, andimagery in traditional Persian
literary studies, the concept of “form™as a fundamental and autonomous component of poetry has often been
neglected. This has led to foundational shortcomings in Persian literary criticism and limited its influence on
the evolution of Persian poetry. The present study seeks to address this gap by applying Tatarkiewicz’s
comprehensive typology oft\artistic form to Persian poetry, aiming to demonstrate that the historical
development of Persian poetry can be meaningfully analyzed through the lens of formal transformation.

2. Literature Review\

The article reviews'bothclassical and modern Persian literary criticism. While early theorists such as Abd al-
Qahir al-Jurjani touched upon aspects of form in their theories of “nazm” (order), and modern scholars like
Shati’i Kadkani and Reza Baraheni have analyzed poetic elements in historical or critical contexts,a systematic
theory'ef form as an independent and dynamic concept remains underdeveloped. Notably, this article is the
first to offer a comparative application of Tatarkiewicz’s theory to Persian literary history.

3. Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method with a theoretical orientation. It begins by outlining
Tatarkiewicz’s definitions and classifications of form, then applies this framework to selected examples from
classical Persian poetry through to the modernist innovations of Nima Yushij. The goal is to assess the
compatibility of Persian poetic forms with Tatarkiewicz’s historical model of artistic form. The analysis
focuses on aesthetic and structural features to trace a systematic evolution of poetic form in Persian literature.

Tatarkiewicz’s Theory of Form
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In his seminal work History of Six Ideas, Tatarkiewicz identifies five primary and several secondary meanings
of “form” in the history of Western aesthetics:

Form A: The arrangement of parts into a unified whole—e.g., architectural symmetry or musical harmony.
Form B: The sensory appearance of an object, especially in literature, where sound and rhythm are
distinguished from meaning.

Form C: The boundary or outline of an object, relevant to visual arts.

Form D: The essence or defining nature of a thing, as in Aristotelian metaphysics.

Form E: The mental framework imposed by the human mind to perceive external reality, rooted in Kantian
philosophy.

Additional forms include

Form G: Conventional structural templates (e.g., poetic meters and genres).

Form H: Styles or types within a given art form.

Form K: Artist-created forms that are neither natural nor necessary but intentionally constructed.

Form L: Forms associated with creativity, spontaneity, and psychological perception, especially\in'modern art
Tatarkiewicz’s model suggests a historical shift fromexternal, metaphysical conceptionsof form (pre-Kantian)
to internal, cognitive ones (post-Kantian), marking a philosophical turning point in the understanding of art
and beauty.

4. Application to Persian Poetry

The article demonstrates that Persian poetry, particularly in its. classical phase, aligns closely with Form A,
where meter, rhyme, and rhetorical balance reflect mathematical harmony. Over time, especially in the Indian
style (sabk-e Hendi), poetic form becomes increasingly ornate and\aﬁ’iﬁcial, approaching what Tatarkiewicz
calls “pure form”. S

Elements of Form D (essence) and Form B (sensory form) are evident in mystical and philosophical poetry,
where the beauty of language is tied to spiritual meaning. With the advent of Nima Yushij’s modernist poetry,
traditional symmetrical meters give way to freer, more organic structures. This shift corresponds to Form E,
where the poet’s subjective perception and mental constructs shape the poem’s form.

Nima’s poetry marks a departure from classical metrics and introduces a new geometry of poetic structure,
emphasizing individual experience and natutal rhythm. This transformation reflects a broader modemist
tendency to redefine form as a product of| creative consciousness rather than inherited convention.

\
5. Conclusion

The study concludes that the evolution Sf Persian poetry can be effectively interpreted through Tatarkiewicz’s
typology of form. Each major phase of Persian poetic history corresponds to one or more of his defined forms,
illustrating a parallel between.the development of Persian literary aesthetics and broader philosophical shifts
in the understanding of form, This alignment not only validates Tatarkiewicz’s framework but also offers a
fresh lens for re-evaluating Persian literary history through a formalist perspective.

\
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