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Abstract

The distinction between literary typology, especially in new literary
forms, has consistently presented a significant challenge for
researchers. Interdisciplinary approaches, particularly those based on
Leech's Theory of Deviation, have been proposed to explain literary
typology. Despite the importance of these efforts, notably the models
advanced by Safavi and Hagh-shenas, their practical application
encounters difficulties, especially in delineating the boundary between
"Poetic Prose" and "Prose Poetry." The present study aims to offer a
practical solution for analyzing literary texts and to complement
existing theories. It employs a quantitative-qualitative approach to
comparatively examine two texts: the poems of Seyyed Ali Salehi and
the stories of Bijan Najdi. Critiquing prior models that primarily
focused on Deviation, this research establishes a framework
incorporating the elements of frequency, quality, and the hierarchy of
Parallelism. The results indicate that along the prose-to-poetry
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continuum, texts are positioned according to their degree of
Foregrounding. Najdi's stories, characterized by a high frequency of
Deviation and a low frequency of Parallelism, tend toward the prose
prototype at the continuum's end and are identified as Poetic Narrative
Prose. Conversely, Salehi's poems exhibit a notable increase in the
frequency and variety of Parallelism, creating a musical texture and
clearly moving towards poetic characteristics. Ultimately, this
research demonstrates that the increased frequency and quality of
Parallelism, alongside Deviation, serve as a more precise criterion for
explaining literary typology and a text's movement along the prose-to-
poetry continuum.

1. Introduction

Distinguishing between "Poetic Narrative Prose" and "Prose Poetry"
remains a fundamental challenge in literary linguistics. The
emergence of modern hybrid forms, such as "Poetic Prose" and "Prose
Poetry," has blurred traditional typological boundaries. This study
seeks a linguistic explanation for why Bijan Najdi's works remain
within prose boundaries despite their poetic qualities, while Seyyed
Ali Salehi's poems advance toward the poetry prototype along the
typological continuum. Furthermore, it aims to critique previous
models and provide a practical framework for determining the precise
position of any given text along the "prose-to-poetry" continuum.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical foundation of this study is Geoffrey Leech’s theory of
Foregrounding, which encompasses two primary processes: Deviation
(the violation of linguistic norms) and Parallelism (the introduction of
extra regularities). In the Iranian context, scholars such as Ali-
Mohammad Hagh-shenas and Koorosh Safavi have adapted this
theory to categorize literary typology. This research innovates by
incorporating the variables of "frequency," "quality," and the
"hierarchy of parallelism" to more accurately distinguish between
poetic prose and prose poetry.

3. Methodology
This study employs a mixed-methods (quantitative and qualitative)
approach within a comparative case study framework. The corpus
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includes Bijan Najdi’s short story collection, Yoozpalanghani ke ba
man davidehand (The Cheetahs Who Have Run with Me), and Seyyed
Ali Salehi’s poetry collection, Mosallasat va Eshraq (Trigonometry
and Intuitions). To ensure generalizability, approximately one-third of
each work was randomly sampled. The unit of analysis for prose was
defined as the "sentence/paragraph,” while for poetry, it was the
"line/stanza." Data were qualitatively extracted and subsequently
quantified into statistical tables.

4. Findings and Discussion

A) Najdi’s Work

Analysis reveals that Najdi’s text is foregrounded through significant
semantic and functional deviation (narration/description). In these
works, Deviation governs Parallelism, and due to the narrative nature
and negligible frequency of musical symmetries, the text is classified
as "Poetic Narrative Prose." Here, poeticism primarily serves to
enhance the narrative quality.

B) Salehi’s Work

In Salehi’s poems, while deviation remains active, there is a notable
increase in the frequency of Parallelism compared to Najdi’s work.
This heightened frequency in musical and syntactic layers is the
primary driver for the text's transition toward "Prose Poetry."

Diagram. Position of the studied texts on the prose-to-poetry
typological continuum
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5. Conclusion

The findings indicate that the boundary between prose and poetry
exists on a continuum determined by shifts in frequency. In Poetic
Narrative Prose, deviation predominates to enrich the narrative. In
Prose Poetry, although parallelism does not necessarily surpass
deviation in absolute terms, its increased frequency relative to prose
texts acts as a decisive factor, propelling the work toward the "Poetry
Prototype." Thus, the fundamental distinction lies in the "shift in
frequency proportions" between deviation and parallelism.

Keywords: Literary Typology, Poetic Prose, Prose Poetry,
Parallelism, Deviation, Seyyed Ali Salehi, Bijan Najdi.
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