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Abstract S i

.
The aim of this study, using a descriptive-analyticallapproach, is to examine the questions

reflected in the collection of poems of Akhavan suéh as "Zemestan, Akhar-e-Shahnameh and
Az in Avesta”. The findings and results shew that Akhavan has paid more attention to open
interrogative sentences (broad and limited information). This indicates that Akhavan has been
more interested in new, precise and detailed answers to the issues; however, the questioner has
some control over the answers that sheuld be given. Among closed questions, much attention
has been paid to yes/no questions;Which indicates that the Brotherhood sought to receive
explicit answers about the fulfillment or non-fulfillment of an action, and to receive
confirmation or rejectionaf@m the audience. A separate examination of the types of
interrogative sehtencesinthese three collections also shows that the frequency of emphatic
sentences has decreased and the frequency of yes/no and choice sentences has increased. In the
last collection of the Shahnameh, the frequency of extensive informational sentences has
decreased and the }requency of limited informational sentences has increased, while in the
Avesta collection, the frequency of these types of sentences has increased again. The thematic
orientation‘ef the questions has also been more towards the issues of the identity of individuals
and‘thgfrature and type of action, which has become more noticeable in this collection of the
Awesta. This indicates attention to the identity of individuals, the human origin of actions and
their nature.

1. Introduction
Akhavan Sales raises various interrogatives concerning political, social, cultural, and doctrinal
issues within his poetry, which he considers characteristic of contemporary Iranian poetry. The
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prominent use of interrogative sentences in Akhavan’s discourse can be attributed to several
factors: firstly, the poet’s internal emotional transformations in his personal life; secondly, the
diversity of his reactions to sociopolitical events; thirdly, the poet’s bewilderment regarding
religious and philosophical matters; and fourthly, Akhavan’s internal duality between being
Iranian and being Muslim. Furthermore, Akhavan Sales believed that social poetry should not
adopt a purely reportorial or overtly political aspect; rather, these issues ought to be conveyed
through artistic ambiguity and layers of meaning, with the deployment of varioustypes of
questions serving as a prime vehicle for this expression.

The authors of this study seek to answer the following questions: Among thedifféfent types of
interrogative sentences (broad informational, limited informational, y€s/no, alternatiye, and tag
questions), which type did the poet focus on most extensively? What isithegextent of the
speaker’s control over these interrogative sentences, and toward whieh subjects were the
questions primarily oriented?

2. Literature Review s

The use of questions in Akhavan Sales’ poetry has previdusly been examined from the
perspectives of rhetoric (balaghat) and semantics. Res&archers have concluded that the
majority of questions in Akhavan Sales’ poetry 1nherently convey implicit meanings of
expressing helplessness and despair. Additionallyganother study indicates that out of the
twenty-seven pragmatic functions proposed by Shamisa, Akhavan devoted the most attention
to twelve functions, with despair being the most prominent semantic-intentional category. This
currentresearch, forthe firsttime, investigates the syntactic type of the interrogative sentences,
the degree of the speaker’s control over them,and their thematic orientation within Akhavan’s

poetry. J

L3

3. Methodology

Employing a descriptiye:analytical approach grounded in linguistic principles, this study
examines the types of quéstions and their thematic orientations across three poetry collections:
Zemestan (Winter)ydkhar-e Shahnameh (The End of the Epic), and Az In Avesta (From This
Avesta). Initially, eéstablished sources in the domain of question design and its typologies were
reviewed, followe@bysithe systematic note-taking of relevant textual samples. Ultimately, after
cross-validating the findings, the requisite analyses and data were presented.

&
4.*Analysis and Discussion

.
4.1.A'ypes of Interrogative Sentences in Akhavan Sales’ Poetry

An examination of the question types based on the chronological progression of the poems
reveals a decrease in the frequency of tag questions, indicating a reduction in the intensity of
the speaker’s control over the respondent over time. In Akhar-e Shahnameh compared to
Zemestan, the frequency of broad informational interrogatives is lower, while limited
informational interrogatives are higher, suggesting the poet’s quest for more precise and
granular answers. Conversely, the frequency of informational sentences is notable in Az In



Avesta,reflectingthe poet’s renewed inclination to address overarching life issues. The upward
trend in the use of yes/no interrogatives demonstrates the poet’s increasing focus on explicit
and definitive answers over time. Finally, the frequency of limited in formational, alternative,
and yes/no questions is higher in Az In Avesta than in the preceding two collections, signifying
the poet’s transition from open-ended dialogue toward definitive judgment.

4.2. Thematic Orientation of the Questions

In the collection Az In Avesta, questions pertaining to identity and the presence ofiindividuals,
as well as the nature and type of action and affairs, are more prominent comparedio the
previous two collections. Furthermore, the specific query regardinggvhat antentity dught to
actualize and which duty it must undertake constitutes a distinct emphasisjwhen-€ontrasted
with the earlier works. The escalation of these two thematic orientations i 4z In Avesta
indicates that Akhavan has shifted from the social and historical questions prevalent in his
earlier poems toward anthropological and existential inquiries, signalinga transition from a
collective and protest-oriented perspective to an inttospeetivegand philosophical one.

5. Conclusion ) g

Akhavan Sales primarily focused on limited informational questions to elicit specific answers
regarding situational elements such as the time, plac~e, and human origin of events. The poet
utilized broad informational questions to seek noveltesponses; however, through the structure
of the answers and the confinement of theyinquiries,/he maintained significant control over
these open-ended questions. Among the closed qliestions, yes/no questions had the highest
frequency in Akhavan’s poetry, indicating the receipt of explicit and definitive answers
regarding the occurrence/non-ogcurrence or rejection/affirmation of events and subjects.
The dominant thematic orientation§ of the questions, in descending order of frequency,
concerned the identity of personsy the nature and type of action, the location of events, the
quality of action, the'possibility or impossibility of an action occurring, time, and the rationale
behind events. The objective of the identity-related questions was to express doubt regarding
the meaningofindividuals’ lives, reflect their alienation and individuality within the collective,
demonstrate identitys crisis and self-alienation, and ultimately, to engage in their re-
identification. Thegurpose behind formulating questions about the nature and type of action
and affairs was to ‘expose the incompatibility between the mode of action and its context of

manifestation.
'S

Keywo‘rds: Akhavan Sales' poems, closed questions, controllability, open questions, question
oriéntation
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