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Abstract
Based on the approach of cognitive semantics and cognitive rhetoric, the'presentstudy analyzes
the artistic and conceptual roles of prepositions in Hafez’s sonnets. JThe linguistic“data is taken
from Hafez’s Sonnets, edited by Dr. Khanlari. In the focus of the analysisgthe preposition “ba”
and other letters of its family were examined based on Langaker’s (1987) radial category theory
and Lakoff and Johnson’s 7 (1980) conceptual metaphor. The tesults show that Hafez, by utilizing
overlapping semantic networks, takes prepositions from syntactic fumétion to rhetorical and
metaphorical levels; In such a way that each motif plays©an iftdependent role in creating the
rhythm, allusions, and inner music of the ghazal. A meaningful relationship between the physical
perception of place and the emotional and mystical experi€hce is reflected through these letters;
something that, from the perspective of cognitive linguistics, s understood as “sensory-emotional
co-writing.” In Hafez’s literary system, prepositions d6 not merely play a syntactic role, but rather,
like the elements of a painting, they create a.network/of colors and lines of meaning. What is
important from the perspective of cognitive linguisti€s is the process of embodying perception:
each “with” is a bridge between sense and meaning, and its position is transferred from the body
to the soul. With this function, prepositions in Hafez’s ghazal are the engine of rhetorical
movement, because they cause the re“Creation of mystical experience in the form of sensory
language. 4

&
1. Introduction
The Persian ghazal tradition provides fertile ground for analyzing how function words construct
meaning. The preposition+ba (“with”), often glossed as denoting accompaniment or
instrumentality, emergés in Hafez’s poetry as a locus for experiential coupling—connecting
persons, eoncepts, and affective states. Moving beyond classical grammar, cognitive linguistics
treats ba as ana€tive meaning-making resource. This article investigates the cognitive-semantic
dimensions of'ba, integrating Iranian scholarship with Western cognitive frameworks to examine
its role.inc€ompanionship, opposition, and mystical union within Hafez’s lyric economy.

2. Theoretical Framework
Cognitive linguistics posits that meaning arises from embodied experience, with schematic and
frame-based conceptual organization.
o Langacker’s radial network positions ba as a prototype-centered term whose core sense
(physical co-presence) extends to abstract uses (association, union, opposition).
o Lakoff and Johnson’s Conceptual Metaphor Theory explains ba’s extension from spatial
“WITH” to social and affective domains (PARTNER, UNION).

1. Corresponding Author: mo.salehi@scu.ac.ir



o Talmy’s image schemas (containment, alignment, path) anchor ba’s polysemy in spatial
experience, motivating cognitive extensions.

o Iranian linguists (Safavi, Rasekh-Mohand) emphasize pragmatic, connotative, and spiritual
dimensions, supporting the preposition’s centrality in meaning construction.

3. Methodology

A descriptive—analytical approach was employed, closely reading selected ghazals from Hafez’s
Divan. Instances of ba were isolated to identify patterns across companionship, conflict,
separation, and mystical dialogue. Each example was examined for syntactic use, activated
schemas, affective nuance, and rhetorical effect, mapped within a radial semantic network. Image
schemas were identified by analyzing ba’s collocation with nouns, pronouns, and phtases. Profiles
of companionship, instrumentality, association, opposition, and union\were nigdeled to track
semantic extension. ",

4. Analysis and Discussion .

4. 1. Image-Schematic Level

Ba anchors entities in shared experiential fields—companionship emerges via containment or
alignment, producing protective co-presence. Union arises in lines invokifig inseparable bonds or
mystical fusion, transforming spatial links into metaphysical Unity. Path and trajectory schemas
structure ba’s role within journeys: physical, emotional, or spifitual.

4. 2. Affective Level ) o

Ba communicates warmth, trust, and solidarity (friendship, love, spiritual intimacy) or, conversely,
rivalry and tension (opposition, longing). In Hafez’s gltazals, ba frequently indexes closeness with
the beloved, inviting sensory and emotional, engagement. In mystical registers, ba figures as
conduit for transcendence, expressing longing for unién with the divine.

4. 3. Rhetorical Level

Ba organizes poetic oppositions: it agts asa foil to separation and as bridge to unity. Hafez uses it
to alternate between worldly companiohship and mystical union, adjusting stance, address, and
voice. The preposition’s repetition and position within verses reinforce rhythmical and semantic
continuity and intensify the amibiguity (tham) central to classical Persian lyricism.

4. 4. Companionship and.JInstrumentality

Canonical passages ofteén frame companionship—walking together, drinking together, lamenting
together—where ba matks shared agency and activity. Instrumentality (“doing with”) often merges
with companionship tothighlight collaborative action or mutual experience.

4. 5. Opposition:

Ba may also signify contrast or rivalry; proximity in form highlights divergence in intention,
dramatizing divides between appearance and reality, or desire and indifference.

4. 6. Mystical Union

In many instances, ba signifies ontological fusion—erasing boundaries between seeker and
beloved, or human and divine. Here, metaphoric “WITH” becomes existential alignment.

4. 7. Pattern Overview

Ba’s polysemy is motivated and cognitively structured. It operates beyond a grammatical role,
facilitating relational stance, affective resonance, and layered metaphor. Even in abstraction, traces
of embodied spatial meaning persist, confirming Talmy’s thesis.

S. Conclusion
This cognitive-semantic analysis reveals ba as a central instrument in Hafez’s poetic meaning-
making—a dynamic agent orchestrating multidimensional relations of companionship, opposition,



and mystical union. Through the interplay of radial networks, conceptual metaphors, and image
schemas, ba guides readers through complex affective and philosophical landscapes. The study
affirms that prepositions, especially ba, are pivotal in cognitive poetics: they actively shape how
meaning is produced, perceived, and interpreted in Persian ghazal. This interdisciplinary model
encourages further research at the intersection of linguistics and literary analysis.
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17. conceptual blending
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18. mental space shift
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19. space sympathy metaphor

20. spatial confrontation metaphor
21. cognitive rhythm

22. cognition

23. aesthetic perception

24. context

25. conceptual blendin
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26. pathfinding schema
27. pathway
28. semantic deviation
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29. ambiguity
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30. polysemy

31. dynamic structure
32. syntax

33. cognition
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