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Abstract

Sentence classification often relies on the meaning, role, and function
of sentences. An interrogative sentence, a type within this
classification, is typically employed by a speaker with the intention of
eliciting an answer, achieving rhetorical purposes, or fulfilling other
functions. Such sentences manifest across diverse linguistic varieties.
In traditional rhetoric, a question serving a purpose beyond a direct
answer is termed a rhetorical question. Within linguistics, the roles of
these sentences are explored in pragmatic semantics. This qualitative
study aims to identify the purposes and functions of rhetorical
questions in contemporary Persian prose. Twenty-five texts, including
novels, stories, screenplays, newspapers, and non-fiction books, were
examined to extract and categorize types of rhetorical questions. A
total of 77 rhetorical purposes were identified from the texts,
demonstrating greater diversity compared to those enumerated in
traditional rhetoric texts. These purposes are organized into eight
general categories: emotional questions, request-based questions,
persuasive-motivational questions, confrontational-critical questions,
emphatic-persuasive questions, evaluative-judgmental questions,
communicative questions, and philosophical questions. The findings
indicate that in contemporary written language, interrogative
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sentences hold a prominent presence with novel approaches across a
range of texts. Based on this research's classification and the selection
of diverse literary and non-literary texts, the most indirect functions of
these sentences are found, in descending order, in the emphatic-
persuasive, emotional, communicative, and confrontational-critical
categories. This functional variety aligns with the content of the
selected texts. The least frequent role of interrogative sentences is
observed in the philosophical category, suggesting that the selected
prose texts are primarily intended for a general audience.

1. Introduction

The sentence, as the largest and most complete unit of language, fully
conveys a message and leaves no expectation of further continuation.
The primary aim of every sentence is to transmit a message and
meaning, which can be analyzed from various perspectives. Semantics
is the scientific study of meaning in language, and such inquiry can
only be achieved through research into different linguistic varieties.
One branch of semantics is pragmatic semantics (pragmatics).
Pragmatic semantics investigates meaning in the context of language
use within the communication process among its speakers; in other
words, it examines the meaning of utterances (Levinson, 1983; Yule,
1996).

2. Method

This study, employing a qualitative method supported by quantitative
data, analyzes and describes the rhetorical questions under
investigation. Purposeful samples were selected from contemporary
Persian prose texts, and rhetorical questions were extracted from these
texts. After identifying the intentions and functions of these questions,
they were classified into related categories. In examining the purposes
of rhetorical questions in 25 selected texts, 77 rhetorical intentions
were identified and categorized into eight general groups: emotional,
request-based,  persuasive-motivational,  confrontational-critical,
evaluative-judgmental, communicative, emphatic-persuasive, and
philosophical. In the present classification, however, questions were
placed under the subcategory representing their strongest intention
based on contextual factors.
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3. Analysis and Discussion

In rhetoric, specifically within the branch of semantics, rhetorical
questions are examined in the field of ma’ani (Abu al-Fadl, 2004;
Hatami, 2008). In contemporary Persian prose texts, this type of
question serves multiple purposes and functions, making it highly
significant in influencing the audience. In this study, "intention" refers
to a specific and particular purpose, whereas "function" denotes a
broader category encompassing several intentions.

4. Functions and Purposes of Rhetorical Questions

The rhetorical purposes and aims extracted from the selected texts,
particularly narrative works, reveal broader aspects of language use
and sentence types. In this study, these purposes were classified into
eight functional categories based on their meaning. These functions
include: emotional questions, request-based questions, persuasive-
motivational questions, confrontational-critical questions, emphatic-
persuasive questions, evaluative-judgmental questions,
communicative questions, and philosophical questions.

5. Conclusion

The interrogative sentence is a communicative means for addressing
and making requests of the audience; it is not confined to a single
linguistic variety, appearing in colloquial, scientific, and literary
language alike. In contemporary prose texts, rhetorical questions have
evolved beyond being merely a rhetorical device, becoming a tool for
deeper communication between writers and their audience. This
reflects a tendency toward indirect, multilayered, and thought-
provoking expression. The diverse functions and multiple intentions
of these questions distance the text from direct structures and activate
the audience's thought and emotion in ways that simple declarative
statements cannot. By creating tension within the text, stimulating the
mind, and drawing the audience's attention, these questions arouse the
reader's curiosity to grasp the intended meaning and purpose behind
them.

Keywords: Rhetorical Question, Rhetorical Semantics, Pragmatic
Semantics, contemporary Persian Prose Texts, Question Purposes,
Classification of Questions.
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