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Abstract 4

In Hafez's poetry, meaning is never definitively fixed but continually expands and
is regenerated through the act of reading. Certainflinguistic elements—often
unfamiliar or rarely used words and constructions=—disrupt habitual reading and
play a decisive role in activating meaning, (pushing the reader beyond the
boundaries of a single text. Relying on Michael Riffaterre's intertextual semiotics,
particularly the concepts of "ungfammaticality! and the "interpretant," and
drawing on reader-oriented perspectives, this study examines two prominent
instances of variant readingsfin, one of Hafez's most celebrated ghazals (opening
with "Del miravad Ze dastam'):/the variant recordings of "talkhvash" and the dual
variant "keshti-neshastegan/keshti-shekastegan."

\
1. Introduction

Semantic fluidity; 1s fundamental to Hafez's poetry. Unfamiliar linguistic elements
create interprefiye gaps that push readers beyond the text, so that polysemy results
from a linguistic act binding the text to a network of other texts. The central
problem isshow orthographic and lexical variants activate meaning-production
mechanisms and shape intertextual, polyphonic readings. The hypothesis is that
certain variants—especially those involving rare forms—stimulate rather than
obstr@ict reading, shifting it from linear to intertextual, and producing plural yet
equivalent readings. The study distinguishes the "preferred reading" of textual
criticism from the "generative reading" produced through interpretation, without
denying the value of philological approaches; rather, it offers a complementary
perspective.

2. Literature Review

Socio-semiotic theory has been introduced to Persian-speaking scholars primarily
through Shairi's works. Riffaterre's intertextual semiotic theory has attracted
growing scholarly attention over the past two decades, notably in studies applying
his framework to modern Persian poetry (e.g., Barakat & Eftekhari on Forough
Farrokhzad; Nabilou on Nima Yushij). A small number of studies have also
applied Riffaterre's model to Hafez's poetry (Ghasemzadeh & Fakhrou; Moradi;
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Moradi, Nemati, & Ghasemi). However, no prior study has specifically focused
on ungrammaticalities in Hafez's poetry as interpretive elements guiding readers
toward intertextual meaning-discovery—the gap this study aims to fill.

3. Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method based on close, qualitative
textual reading. Data were drawn from variant readings across different
manuscripts and printed editions of Hafez's Divan and analyzed threugh a
linguistic-semiotic approach, supported by intertextual evidence from literarysand
religious texts. The theoretical foundation combines linguistics and*semiotics:‘a
word deviating from morphosyntactic norms may be classified linguisticallz as
an anomaly, while semiotically it functions as a trigger for intertextual réading,
The study draws on Riffaterre's distinction between mimetic/referential reading
and semiotic/intertextual reading, his concept of "significance! (the shift from the
mimetic to a higher signifying level), and his adaptation of Peiree's notionof the

"interpretant."”
N

4. Findings and Discussion

The analysis of "talkhvash" reveals that its apparent gra Matical irregularity (the
suffix "-vash," normally used for visual rather than gustatory similarity) generates
a chain of intertextual inquiry: parallel usages in Rumi's Divan-e Shams,
historical orthographic conventions of mergingdadjacent homorganic consonants
(as evidenced in early manuscripts and the Faghang-e Jahangiri), and dialectal
evidence. Rather than resolving intoga single "correct” reading, this process yields
multiple valid interpretations ("talkh=wash" as@simile versus "talkh-khosh" as
oxymoron), each activated by,different intertextual pathways. Similarly, "keshti-
neshastegan" functions as an ungrammaticality whose unfamiliarity is resolved
through intertextual recourse 10 Quranic imagery (Yunus 10:22), a pre-Hafezian
verse attributed to Bakhtiyar Kaki, and cultural knowledge of seafaring
traditions—while "keshti-shekastegan" derives its own legitimacy from Hafez's
broader imagery'of despair and helplessness. Both cases demonstrate that variant
readings ‘serve asSemiotic thresholds enabling the coexistence of polyphonic,
equally validuinterpretations.

5. Congclusion

Variant teadings in Hafez's Divan are not merely a matter of textual criticism but
a productiveé linguistic-semiotic mechanism central to meaning-making.
Unfamiliar or rare forms operate as Riffaterrean ungrammaticalities that disrupt
habitual reading and compel readers to activate intertextual networks spanning
manuseripts, classical literature, and scripture. This process transforms passive
reception into active interpretive engagement, reinforcing the semantic openness
of Hafez's poetry and confirming that its polysemy arises from the dialectical
interaction of text, reader, and activated intertextual networks.

Keywords: Hafez, Riffaterre, semiotics, ungrammaticality, intertextuality



«J.e_.ﬂy “J.:)lé @.l> a&.}‘: ‘GL""’I r}l.a 9 Ql:.):‘ 0dSiils ‘6@\_& C)L:..:JI 9 dba’ b}f)l.l)b.wl :NU’A:JM o
hsalimi@pgu.ac.ir Orcid: 0000-0002-2117-5905N .41

O O PR L X PO pske 5 Slosl eaStils ¢ i sl 5 o 05,5 JBlag oMb abre
mojahed.gholami@pgu.ac.ir Orcid: 0000-0001-8482-00894&! .|

e el s oKl (Ll poke 5 Slasl 0aSCasls ¢ gl Sosl 5 oy Ll el lS s iy el

hmadspgc@yahog.com ol

\ AL

e 2y 5 plimedir 58 UK )3 8 el labse o e SUBL Ol s a3l 3 Y
3 loule gubome olititsins el 53 o gy Ao g s p sl s b sl i 5l
s ol 8 8 ) a5 s 208 (5luline il 3 55 RN -l s lidawlis 5 ob) sladels
1) Lo LI gla S5 5k sl oo 4655 S50 (sl Bl 3| 4 ol ol ags,
yls i 1Sae gl ol 5 el Gt ool )3 o)l ax by ST Jlab Lidl> 51 J5é o
S sl et 5" Uy st g fpeenlin oae Sl (el (oalidailis 5 4SS L Bagg ol
G Bl 5l e s SR IR 51 e ls 555 53 spaeilis oS 1 (5,80 b
S o Sl gl OGS 225 s 287 85 5 il Dol sla ke
e oy sipadh 3,80 (sl (Sl )pe oS das e Ol LBl LS o up
LSl 51 IS8 (63ludlab (gpm 40 |y okl 2ol 55 4y slowl L 5 0357 Jor (5L sest
L OTR 5 oS o5l O b (2253 b 0iie 05 8 Jas slaases S ISl lias o Bgm
Josb & slite (gls s (3Ll Ol 5 03,5 Uil 1y (6 pmmas (Sladilts L2 W toliy ol 3,8 so )y
= 055 5 4 (g Lt Ain 5T s 6 Wil 3 LM ol ol 55 o 230
Gl 6,8 ISKe 4 (sl sdate (6la e 03588 L &S el b 3Tlas Al 3 45 Ly (sleslis
23 bmn pglbe ddiils (s 1y ey Jabl Olass 55 ladars £33 S Oy & - ebowl oo 3T ior 5 35l
(e Jols Jol bl jad sz 4 das e OLis 5 ST oo wald 0868 3L s (gla

Al el 3l (1K 5 ol

hsalimi@pgu.ac.ir :J swe stiey 5 .


mailto:hsalimi@pgu.ac.ir
mailto:mojahed.gholami@pgu.ac.ir
mailto:hmadspgc@yahoo.com

&:A:\IAL\QJ ‘ij))}:‘w)b ¢wumw «jL&L}J sl :6-*:15 d‘.&ej‘j

FPRVIRR|
35 oplsan 5 35 ad S ald Soygty a0 5 Line & Sl e L3l i
ol Gl S 3l (glime Sl pl b WL 5 S O 2ol 3
G aisle (Rl O3en s b S sole (S Obe cpl 53 35500 sleday glgnd
L ol B s Ukt & jole ol S o Ll Liae g3bedlad s (gloEST o
D45y Sl Sy b Ly ekl pd o Al 3,80 I sl LSS
C Fon a3 g G s e Ol 18 s e B s SiF e 1) ) 5 L)l e
e S ol Gl 2 el oS e pl ‘PBEJ\Q\E_‘SBJJJJ oliaedi>
e -Uﬁji‘b G5 3 SIS w1,

" byt b S (el Sl 45;&;) b ey mlisalis
S8 o slp slol OSGl Re CF s S’ S bl
358 K8 g ok Bl oo Ml 0357 (a3 L5 slac sl
5 sl e sl ng‘.f\}g..u 2 Lol i gloli éa..u BERYSE ) C2
Bl 010 e sy sl ienn ool gl s ol s
sl K S5 e 08 Bl 53 5,508 b sl slasy o 0
TS’ oo gl La ool Oblgsl 3 4y |y odslss 503 S fos Dilims 5L
\ Siyls Ladl s glimedis b s 4 ey gla il ol (Y
S0 b 4T (63130 53 03 54) a3l 3 M| (5 oS ol OT gy 2003
4 s ol 5l |y sl 5 ol sl S S g il 6 (Wlelran Sl ok
Solen Ll S slacils 6,8 S8 4 lp ol s e B sl il

el oo



Lo Ssline Jgie b Colo 53 Oloe Sl el &S Wles o (G900 &S oyl S
slalidasens Eoba e DBolle S o Ll jladl (63! promnad Lo 3 per
5 orliialas b o85S 5l ol Wlie 45 45 s 3l Jaols W ge Laris b o
& ot Ak e 5 S B S @i 15 IS 5y el
o 231y 6 B 5 e dS o g s libasens Gl o) p O B ?}*

gi'&_’j.; s Y
& o Lo pbeam S 3 b 5 ity Dlasl 55 T 5,80 hledlina-silis O s
—alis 5 IFAA) (oleaiS  wliiline—silis b \;@u\wuam S W L
sl b yme ObL yls 4 (1740) o3\ DLz WIBS sy 5 e o 1l uliiims
wr$ 3yge 3 An3 53 S5 s e pile, Kb ey bbb &k ol
Gyl 1 jad aliailio) e bl S 0 SLS s a3 S 15 ol Kaags
AUB>ﬂ)l§)))_s}lggj(\t‘/\‘\)«:\};-}@}ﬂfﬂjfL;\,g&ﬂ;@)ﬁuaula
CobslS 5 a5 5 alTFR) (Lo i s oo 53 iy JSobe pubiolis
ol eSSl e AL ml 4 50 (gagdae SBT3 L ilastls s eyl ol BT s OF
_gfg«"*f“‘f“ Sl 43 g b g oa\)ﬁB@QbS@Al»q-OTj\Afa.\.i w4 L
2 &l OFAY) Gl JSKbe gmaly s lon p Ladlo Olgs 31 s ol
...g;;fuﬁig;ﬁJ&u&)gjui,ﬁuﬁ;dub;dﬁ\w,L{)) Ve
Jyoadis 55 Sl Kb slabialis il o Cay8) 5 (F+0) (Labl>
53 Ll e300 0yLal OF 1) (3L " Sple Sline 3505 b evn gl e S 0T S

S g ga Lg\.AL;L))}L»JL:J; 059 v\:{‘bﬁﬂwl Slae di‘)': LAJ.E.;:\.A @QTua}..e;-

1. intertextual semiotics
2. Michael Riffaterre
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