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Abstract 4

Verbal modality is a crucial category in Persian grammar, playing a prominent'role'‘in conveying the
speaker's attitude toward a proposition. In mystical texts, particularly in expressifig didactic and
behavioral concepts, it acquires a dual function. Attar of Nishapur's Mantiq al=Tayr, as one of the
most distinguished mystical works in Persian literature, provides an ideal context for examining
modal functions, especially the subjunctive mood. This research aims te, elucidate/the semantic and
rhetorical functions of the subjunctive mood and analyze its.position incontrast to other grammatical
moods across the Seven Valleys of this work. The methodology employed is descriptive-analytical.
The statistical population encompasses all verses of the Seven Valleys of Mantiq al-Tayr, from which
samples were selected via a census method. The data were analyZed using qualitative content analysis
and grammatical coding. The findings indicate that the subjunctiveé mood exhibits a high frequency
in this work and is utilized to express concepts such asymystical praxis (Suluk), desire, possibility,
doubt, and semantic suspension. Furthermore, the analysis'of the spatial distribution of moods reveals
that the subjunctive mood undergoes a downward trajectory, shifting from a prescriptive and
grammatical function toward a descriptive and potential function. This structural shift aligns
precisely with the stages of *Suluk* anddthe secker's transition from multiplicity to unity.
Consequently, it can be goncluded thatdysconsciously leveraging the capacities of the subjunctive
mood, Attar reinforces the ‘semantic'and pedagogical layers of his work, and verbal modality plays
an essential role in conveying ‘the#mystical experience and embodying the path of *Fana*
(annihilation) within this epic.poem.

1. Introduction

Verbal modality expresses the speaker's attitude toward the degree of factuality or certainty of a
propositionsln the Persian ladguage, it manifests through forms such as indicative, imperative, and
subjunctive moods. In classical Persian texts, the subjunctive mood exhibits greater frequency and
functional divers\ity compared to contemporary standard Persian, playing a fundamental role in
expressing prayers, wishes, conditions, possibilities, obligations, and semantic suspension. Given the
didactic and{behavioral nature of Mantiq al-Tayr, it is expected that the subjunctive mood plays a
pivotal role in organizing its mystical discourse; for the mystical experience, rather than residing in
the realm of certain facts, is shaped within the domains of "possibility," "becoming," and the "quest
for realization." Since the subjunctive mood signifies possibility, condition, desire, obligation, and
uncertainty, its study across the "Seven Valleys" can reveal how the mystical journey (Suluk) is
reflected at the linguistic level. Accordingly, a systematic analysis of verbal modality, with a specific
focus on the subjunctive mood, can demonstrate how grammatical structures influence the shaping
of the semantic world and how Attar utilizes the syntactic capacities of the language to represent the
process of *Suluk*. Such an approach, in addition to enriching literary and mystical studies, can also
contribute to the understanding of the historical evolution and functional role of the subjunctive mood
in Old Persian.
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This research elucidates the link between grammatical structures and mystical concepts such as
*Talab* (quest), *Hayrat* (wonder/bewilderment), and *Fana* (annihilation). Therefore, the
significance of this study lies in demonstrating that the subjunctive mood in *Mantiq al-Tayr* is not
merely a grammatical category, but a semantic tool for expressing the seeker's gradual progression
and the epistemic suspension inherent in the mystical path.

This research seeks to answer the following questions: In what syntactic and discursive contexts is
the subjunctive mood employed, and what semantic functions does it perform? Furthermore, what is
the relationship between the distribution and application of the subjunctive mood throughout the
Seven Valleys and the existential transformations and fundamental concepts of mystical *Suluk* in
this work?

2. Literature Review

Numerous studies have been conducted regarding modality and verbal modality ‘i the Pefsian language,
particularly from a linguistic perspective, each occupying a significant, positions However, research
specifically addressing the "subjunctive mood" appears to be limited. BeloWw, a few relevant studies are
mentioned: v

- Khodaei et al. (1402/2023), in their article *"Investigating VerbalWodality in Ferugh Farrokhzad's Poetry
with Reflection on Subjunctive Mood,"* explored various theories ofiverbal mood, and analyzed a unique
body of work, concluding that Forugh utilizes the "subjunctive meod!' to exptess thoughts, nostalgic
emotions, an escape to childhood, and expressions of regretylonging, and failures.

- Bakhtiari et al. (1402/2023), in their article *"Investigating Modality based on Palmer's Theory in Three
Stories: 'The Reign of Fereydun', 'Rostam and Esfandiar', and 'The Reign of Yazdegerd',"* examined modal
linguistic indicators and structures in the aforementioned stories based on Palmer's theory, taking context
and meaning into account

3. Research Methodology

Regarding its objective, this research is fundamental, and in terms of method, it is descriptive-analytical.
It employs a qualitative approach based on Discourse Analysis, focusing on the Seven Valleys of Attar's
Mantiq al-Tayr with a specific emphasis on tl@ subjunctive mood of verbs.

4. Discussion, and Analysis 4

As previously stated, the "subjunctive, mood" denotes the speaker's perception regarding the certainty or
uncertainty of an actign's occurtence. However, in mystical texts, this concept acquires a specialized
significance. Here, the subjunctive mood signifies the necessities and obligations inherent in *Suluk* (the
mystical path) and the very existence of the seeker (*Salik*). This implies that in the pursuit of perfection,
the seeker does not move merelybased on ordinary choices, but is driven by a spiritual and sacred "ought"
(necessity).In other words,the€ seeker perceives this path as an existential imperative; the movement is not
optionalpbut essential to their being.

The Seven Valleys of Attar's *Mantiq al-Tayr* serve as an allegorical representation of the seven stages of
the mystical journey (*Sayr wa Suluk*). The language employed by Attar serves to validate and reinforce
his intendedaneaning. From the poet's perspective, verbs—and specifically the verbal moods utilized within
this epic-eomposition—convey the degree of certainty regarding the occurrence of an action. The frequency
and application of the subjunctive mood are alignable with the progression through the mystical valleys
along the path of *Suluk*. This alignment can be observed sequentially across the Seven Valleys as follows.

5. Conclusion



The present study, which aimed to investigate the role and fluctuations of the "subjunctive mood" across
the Seven Valleys of Attar's *Mantiq al-Tayr*, demonstrates that the employment of the subjunctive mood
in this work is far from being a mere grammatical concern; rather, it serves as a pivotal instrument for
organizing and shaping the semantic landscape of the mystical path. An analysis of the verses within each
valley reveals that subjunctive structures—such as *bayad* (must/ought), *be-bayad* (should/must), *na-
bayad* (must not), and *mabada* (lest/for fear that)—as well as conditional and finality markers such as
*gar* (if), *chon™* (since/as), and *ta* (until/so that), are systematically utilized to delineate the trajectory
of the seeker's (*Salik*) journey.

Ultimately, this research establishes that in *Mantiq al-Tayr*, the subjunctive mood maintains a direct
correlation with mystical ontology. While the initial "oughts" (*bayads*) function primarilyyin a didactic
and instructional capacity, as the journey progresses through the valleys, these imperatives are\redefined
through conditional and imperative modes that facilitate "annihilation" (*Fana*)\This finding underscores
that in Attar's works, the boundary between linguistic rules and existential philosophy is'¥émagKably thin;
thus, grammatical structures effectively serve as manifestations of ontologicalrnecessities.

N
Keywords: Modality, Subjunctive Mood, Mystical Literature, Seven Valleys, Mantiq al-Tayr, Attar of
Nishapur.
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