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Abstract »

A comparative study of literaryparallels i§ an effective method for
understanding the continuity and transformation of stylistic traditions
in the history of Pegsian literature. This research aimed at a stylistic and
comparative analysisfef Eani Kashmiri’s Masdar-ul-Athar (born 1023
AH) and Nizami Ganjgv}’s Makhzan-ul-Asrar (born 535 AH) across
thre¢ levels: linguistic, literary, and intellectual. The present study,
utilizing a qualitative content analysis approach based on comparative
stylistics, “examined both poems. Data were collected through the
descrtiptive-analytical study of textual evidence within the theoretical
framewerk of layered stylistics. The findings indicated that while Fani
Kashairi adhered to the narrative structure and prosodic meter of
Makh#Zan-ul-Asrar, he offered a distinct interpretation of Nizami’s
didacti€¢ tradition. This distinction was manifested by focusing on
mystical-religious themes at the intellectual level, employing more
explicit expression at the linguistic level, and reducing the frequency of
complex imagery at the literary level; in contrast, Nizami’s style was
grounded in wisdom-based and ethical themes, artistic language, and
multi-layered imagery.
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1. Introduction

Makhzan al-Asrar by Nezami Ganjavi is regarded as a foundational
didactic and mystical masnavi in Persian literature, establishing a
paradigm that inspired numerous imitations (nazira-sara’l) across
various eras and geographical regions. Among the poets of theé\Indian
subcontinent during the Safavid—Mughal period, Muhsin Fani Kashmirt
composed Masdar al-Athar in direct emulation of "Nezam1’s
masterpiece. While previous studies have largely focused on thematic
adaptations, a systematic, multi-layered stylistic inquiry into how Fani
transformed the linguistic, literary, and concgptual structures of the
archetype has remained an open question. This researchd@ims to identify
stylistic convergences and divergences between\the two works to
elucidate how Fani recreated Nezami’s classicffamework to serve his
distinct intellectual and pedagogical obj ectives.

2. Theoretical Framework and Methodoiogy

This study employs a desesiptivesanalytical and comparative
methodology grounded in Roman Jakobson’s theory of communicative
language functions,(specifically contrasting the poetic function and the
referential function). {[he _statistical corpus comprises 2,260 couplets
from Makhzan al-Asrgr %and 1,589 couplets from Masdar al-Athar.
Stylistic features were categorized and analyzed across structural,
linguistic, rhetefical (figures of speech such as metaphor, simile, and
imagery), and thematic layers. The research tests the hypothesis that
despite structural alignment, shifts in the poet’s communicative
intention and intellectual background resulted in a transition from a
domifiantly poetic function in Nezami to a referential-didactic function
in Fani,

3. Findings and Discussion

The comparative analysis reveals both fundamental convergences and
marked stylistic divergences:

Structural Level: Fani adhered closely to Nezami’s structural
architecture, adopting the identical meter (sari‘-1 matvi-i makshif), an
introductory tripartite division (praises, mystical discourses, moral
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homilies), and didactic anecdotes following each theoretical discourse.
However, while Nezami expanded his work into twenty comprehensive
discourses (maqalat), Fani condensed his into eight focused sections
(athar), reflecting a tighter, more concentrated doctrinal focus.
Linguistic and Conceptual Level: Nezam1 employed a multi-layered,
symbolic, and interpretive language balancing poetic and referential
functions. In contrast, influenced by his affiliation with Sheikh
Mubhibbullah I1ahabadi and the intellectual atmosphere of the Mughal
era, Fani utilized explicit, discursive, and standdrd terminology of
theoretical Sufism (‘Irfan-1 Nazari), prioritizing message clarity) and
direct doctrinal instruction. 4

Rhetorical and Statistical Level: Quantitative f\indings indicate a
significant disparity in rhetorical density. W Makhzan al-Asrar,
metaphors occur at an average frequency of one per 1.9 couplets and
similes one per 3.4 couplets. In Masdargal-Athar, metaphors appear
once every 3.1 couplets and_similes once every 4.1 couplets.
Furthermore, Nezami exhibited greater semantic antithesis, structural
complexity, and innovatiye, compound-making characteristic of the
early Azerbaijani style, whereas Fani favored economy, clarity, and

thematic accessibility \J &

\
4. Conclusion

The study conélddes that Masdar al-Athar is not a mere passive
replication\ of Makhzan al-Asrar, but an intentional stylistic
transformdtion. While Fani retained the external formal model and
compound-formation techniques of the original, he re-anchored the
text’§*primary linguistic function from artistic self-expression (poetic
function) to ideological and spiritual guidance (referential function).
Conséquently, the reduction in rhetorical complexity and figurative
density in Masdar al-Athar reflects a conscious adaptation tailored to
the socio-cultural demands and mystical pedagogy of seventeenth-
century Mughal India.

Keywords: Stylistics, Comparative Stylistics, Masdar-ul-Athar,
Makhzan-ul-Asrar, Nazireh-writing.
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