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Abstract /

The aim of this study is to investigate the linguistic patterns of moral
persuasion in Saadi’s Bustan through the”application of Martin and White’s
Appraisal Theory within the framéwork of Systemic Functional Linguistics.
Despite the unparalleled stat's of Bustan in Persian didactic literature,
previous studies have largely focused on aesthetic aspects and traditional
literary criticism,Jleaving®a noticeable gap in coherent linguistic analyses that
explain Saadi’s=meaning-making and evaluative strategies. Adopting a
mixed qualitative<quantitative approach and purposive sampling, this study
compiled a corpus of 215 key couplets selected from different chapters of
the Bustan. In“total, 842 evaluative markers were identified and coded
according to the three principal subsystems of Appraisal Theory: Attitude,
Engagement, and Graduation. The findings show that within the moral
discourse of the Bustan, the Attitude system is the most frequently used
evaluative resource, accounting for 55.2% of the instances. Within this
system, the Judgement category plays a central role (52.6%), indicating
Saadi’s predominantly behavior-oriented approach to assessing human
actions according to social and religious norms. Furthermore, analysis of the
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Engagement system (19%) reveals the use of dialogic contraction in didactic
passages to reinforce the certainty of moral propositions, alongside a
tendency toward dialogic expansion in passages reflecting experiential and
mystical contemplation. Finally, through the strategic use of the Graduation
system (25.8%), Saadi intensifies positive and negative moral polarities,
making them more salient for the audience. These findings suggest that the
Bustan is not merely a collection of direct moral admonitions, but rather
embodies a multilayered “grammar of ethics” that systematically and oftent
implicitly aligns readers with the text’s worldview and underlying ideologys.
N

1. Introduction

Persian didactic literature has long served as a powerful medium for
transmitting moral concepts, reproducing social norms,, and directing
audience attitudes. Among its canonical pvorks,\ Saadi’s Bustan
occupies a singular position: it is not merely'a poeti¢ collection but a
meticulously constructed ethical system in Whi\ch linguistic choices
shape the reader’s alignment with the author’s moral worldview.
Despite the work’s importance, previouss scholarship has largely
concentrated on aesthetic features, tradifional literary criticism, or
broad thematic and discourse-level @analyses. There remains a notable
gap in systematic linguistic resear¢h that explains how Saadi’s
evaluative and meaning-makingistrategies function as mechanisms of
moral persuasion. The, present study addresses this gap by
investigating the linguistie”patterns of moral persuasion in Bustan
through Martin andyWhite’s Appraisal Theory within the framework
of Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL). It asks which attitudinal
resources are mogst® frequent in the selected corpus; how Saadi uses
Engagement and heteroglossia to legitimize his positions or suppress
rival voices; and how the shift from social themes (e.g., justice,
beneﬁcer\lce, humility) to individual and mystical themes (e.g.,
contentment, repentance, supplication) alters the distribution of
appuaisal markers. The corpus comprises 215 key couplets drawn from
the preface and ten chapters of Bustan, in which 842 evaluative
markers were identified and coded.

2. Theoretical Framework

The study draws on Halliday and Matthiessen’s SFL, particularly the
interpersonal metafunction, which concerns the speaker’s interaction
with the addressee and the expression of attitudes, evaluations, and
stance. Because the interpersonal metafunction alone requires a more
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delicate analytical framework for richly evaluative didactic texts, the
study employs Martin and White’s Appraisal Theory. Appraisal is
organized into three major systems: Attitude, Engagement, and
Graduation. Attitude comprises Affect (emotional reactions),
Judgement (evaluation of human behaviour according to ethical,
social, and religious norms), and Appreciation (evaluation of objects,
entities, processes, and abstract phenomena). Engagement concerns
the management of dialogic space through monoglossic and
heteroglossic resources, including dialogic contraction and expanswn
Graduation concerns the grading of evaluative meaning through Fotce
(quantification and intensification) and Focus. Appraisal thus pr0V1des
an integrated framework for analysing how evaluative language both
expresses stance and persuasively aligns readers with a\text’s values
and ideology.

3. Methodology

The study adopts a mixed quahtatlve—quan‘gtatlve design within a
fundamental-applied orientation. Qualitatively, it is descriptive-
analytical with a deductive—inductive (procedure, enabling close
lexical and syntactic analysis of the couplets while also allowing
indigenous evaluative patterns in \classical Persian to emerge.
Quantitatively, extracted datal were “converted into frequencies and
percentages to represent the distribution of discourse patterns across
the chapters in an objectiy€ and replicable manner. Using purposive
non-probability sampllng, the researchers selected 215 key couplets
from the preface and fen chapters based on the density of evaluative
markers, expliCit ghoral judgements, philosophical evaluations, and
heteroglossicivoices in dialogues. Data were collected through library
research based/ on a critical edition of Bustan. Coding variables
included ehapter, appraisal system, polarity, evaluator, and evaluated
entity; Excel was used for organization. Analysis proceeded in three
recurSive steps: identification and classification of interpersonal
leXical and grammatical markers into Attitude, Engagement, and
Graduation; organization of codes and determination of positive or
negative polarity; and conversion of coded data into descriptive
statistics, followed by contextual interpretation of the macro-strategy
of moral persuasion in each chapter.

N

4. Findings and Discussion
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Of the 842 evaluative markers, Attitude was the most frequent system,
with 465 instances (55.2%), followed by Graduation with 218 (25.8%)
and Engagement with 159 (19.0%). Within Attitude, Judgement was
dominant (245; 52.6%), followed by Affect (138; 29.6%) and
Appreciation (82; 17.8%). This distribution indicates Saadi’s
predominantly behaviour-oriented and norm-centred approach: human
actions are weighed against social and religious norms, and binary
oppositions between virtue and vice are repeatedly constructed. Affect
largely supports moral judgement, producing what may be called an
affective perspective on judgement; fear, shame, love, hope, and
insecurity are deployed to guide behaviour. Appreciation_gevaltes
worldly power and material status as transient while granting‘ positive
value to spiritual certainty, contentment, and\mystical insight.
Engagement analysis shows a strongly monoglossictand contractive
tendency in didactic passages: prohibitions, "negdtions, conditional
structures that appear to open dialogic space but ultimately impose
certainty, attributions, and rhetorical questiefisrall subordinate other
voices to the narrator’s ethical thesis. Iné'mystical and experiential
passages, however, there is a tendency toward dialogic expansion.
Graduation functions as an amplifier; Force: quantification accounts
for 105 instances (48.1%), qualitative’ intensification for 86 (39.4%),
and Focus for 27 (12.5%). Inteér-chapter analysis reveals a dynamic
evaluative architecture: Chapter 1 is dominated by social Judgement
(over 70%); Chapter #3238hows a marked rise in positive Affect;
Chapters 9 and_10,_display negative Affect (guilt, shame, insecurity)
combined with_"pesitive Judgement of divine mercy, alongside
confessional andsgubmissive Engagement strategies.

5. Conclusion

The findings suggest that Bustan is not merely a collection of direct
meral, Admonitions but a multilayered “grammar of ethics” that
systematically and often implicitly aligns readers with the text’s
worldview and underlying ideology. Saadi’s moral authority emerges
from systematic evaluative choices: Judgement establishes normative
boundaries, Affect modulates fear and hope, Appreciation reorders
ontological values, Engagement manages dissent and certainty, and
Graduation intensifies moral polarities. The study contributes a
coherent linguistic model for analysing moral persuasion in classical
Persian didactic literature, demonstrating the analytical value of
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Appraisal Theory for stylistics, comparative literary linguistics, and
critical language pedagogy.

Keywords: Bustan of Saadi; Systemic Functional Linguistics;
Appraisal Theory; Attitude System; Moral Discourse.
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1. dialogic contraction
2. dialogic expansion
3. graduation

4. quantification
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