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Abstract *

This study examines the representation of demograticvexpression in the late
poetry of Mohammad Mokhtari, aiming to demonstrate how poetic language,
imagery, and discourse can facilitate multi-voiced “dialoguéyfaudience
participation, and critique of authoritariah, structifes. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method, the research analyzes selected works of
Mokhtari within three primary dimensions—=language, imagery, and
discourse—using frameworks from democtafic literary theory, critical
discourse analysis, agonistic democracy, andistudies of linguistic and visual
representation. In the language dimensiong®emphasis is placed on the
avoidance of syntactic authoritatianism,_theé disruption of hierarchical
language structures, the critique of steréotypical and formal language, and the
democratization of the poet-audience_telationship. The imagery dimension
focuses on textual openness to multiple interpretations, polycentric images,
and the blending of styles<and voices. The discourse dimension highlights
attention to marginaland@veryday aspects, the representation of the body and
collective ‘spacesy, ‘and the removal of the dominant or central narrator.

Findings reveal that"Mokhtari’s late collections not only possess aesthetic
value but alse,construct linguistic and visual spaces that enable multi-voiced
dialogue, deceptance of diversity, and critique of hegemony and authority. The
audience {s actively engaged in the meaning-making process, transforming
poetry into, @ space for democratic experience. This study suggests that
Mokhtari’s works can serve as a model for analyzing democratic expression
in/contemporary Iranian literature.

1. Introduction

Democratic expression in poetry is not limited to the representation of political
ideas or the explicit criticism of power. It can also be examined through the
ways in which language, images, and discourse are organized, how different
voices are represented, and how the relationship between the poet, the text,
and the reader is shaped. From this perspective, poetry may create possibilities
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for plurality, dialogue, participation, and the recognition of difference.
Mohammad Mokhtari’s poetry offers an important context for examining
these dimensions of democratic expression. His critical and theoretical
writings reveal a sustained concern with language, social relations, authority,
plurality, and the position of the other. These concerns also become
increasingly evident in his later poetry. This study examines how democratic
expression is represented in selected poems by Mokhtari, focusing on the
relationship between his theoretical ideas and their poetic realization.

2. Research Method 4

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and uses textual analysis to
examine selected poems by Mohammad Mokhtari. The'poetic corpus, consists
of several of his later collections, while hi§ garly “collections_have been
excluded from the main analysis. This selection.issbasedon the observation
that democratic expression becomes more prominentiand developed in his
later poetry. The selection is therefore not based Merely on chronological
considerations; rather, it reflects the greater clarity and maturity of the social
and intellectual concerns that inform these poems. The analysis is primarily
grounded in Mokhtari’s own theoretical and critical writings, which provide
the main conceptual framework forfinterpreting/his poetry. Bakhtin’s concept
of dialogism and Chantal Mouffe’s ¢oncept of antagonism are also used
selectively as complementary) theoretical perspectives. The poems are
examined through threesinter€onnected dimensions: language, image, and

discourse. »
N
3. Discussion

The first dimension*¢oncerns the sphere of language. The analysis focuses on
Mokhtati’s attempts to move beyond syntactic authoritarianism, challenge
linguistic hierarghies, and reject clichéd and formal language. These features
are relatedito his'broader effort to democratize the relationship between poet
and readersLanguage, in this sense, is not treated as a fixed instrument
controlled by an authoritative speaker. Rather, it becomes an open space in
which different experiences and perspectives can emerge and interact.The
second dimension is the sphere of image. This part examines the use of protest
metaphors and the reversal of established symbols, through which familiar
meanings are questioned and reconfigured. It also considers the polycentric
organization of images, in which no single image necessarily dominates the
poetic structure. Furthermore, the study explores polyphony and the plurality
of meaning and reference. These features allow images to sustain different
interpretations and prevent the poem from being reduced to a single,



predetermined meaning. The third dimension concerns the sphere of
discourse. The analysis addresses the mixing of styles and voices, attention to
marginal groups and everyday experiences, and the reduction of the narrator’s
or poet’s central authority. It also examines the representation of the body and
collective spaces, the recognition of the presence of the other, and the criticism
of authority. Through these elements, the poem moves away from a single
dominant perspective and creates room for different social expetiences ahd
positions. The use of Bakhtin’s dialogism helps explain the interactionwof
voices and perspectives, while Mouffe’s concept of antagonism provides a
framework for understanding the presence of conflict and differend€™within
social and political relations.

4. Results

The findings indicate that democratic expressioniingdvokhtari’s later poetry is
not confined to its political themes. It is reflectedhin the formal and structural
organization of the poems as well. At the linguiskic\level, the challenge to
hierarchical and authoritarian structures creatésva more open relationship
between poet and reader. At the level of imagery, the reversal of symbols, the
coexistence of multiple image centers, and_semantic plurality weaken the
dominance of fixed meanings. At thediscursive Jevel, the presence of different
voices, attention to marginal_experiences, the representation of collective
bodies and spaces, and the recognition.of the other challenge the authority of
a single speaking subject, /The study thus concludes that democratic
expression in Mokhtari’s'petry operates through the interaction of linguistic,
visual,@nd discursivé/practices. His later poems do not merely communicate
democratic ideas; they also seek to establish forms of poetic expression that
make'plurality, difference, dialogue, and the questioning of authority possible.

Keywords: Mohammad Mokhtari, democratic expression, polyphony,
poetic Laftguage, openness of meaning
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