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Abstract

This research aims to identify allegory as a structural strategy ‘of meaning-
making in the songs of Abdoljabbar Kakaei and to preSent a systematic
typology of it. Using a descriptive-analytical metth with a rhetorical-
semantic approach, twenty songs by this poet are examined. The theoretical
framework is based on the distinction between allégorysmetaphor, and simile,
and on Fletcher's and Lakoff's theories of stauctural duality and embodied
cognition. The findings show that allegory in Kakaei's works appears in four
main types: psychological-emotionaljallegory (representation of inner states),
situational-social allegory (critique of social Teality), ritual allegory (use of
religious elements), and extended narrative allegory (construction of
independent narratives). Allegoty in these songs has three structural functions:
delaying meaning and\_awoiding explicitness, creating multi-layered
signification, and generalizing experience. The innovation of this research lies
in identifying allégory as the foundation of meaning-making in contemporary
song lyrics and\presenting a analytical model for its analysis. The results show
that Kakaei, through the compression of allegory and reliance on lived
experienceppresents a model for contemporary songwriting in which meaning
is producecl through the construction of allegorical situations.

1. Introduction

In,Persian literary studies, allegory has mostly been examined in classical
peetry, mystical texts, and didactic narratives (Pournamdarian, 2002; Khatibi,
2017). It has been linked to extended, story-based structures and read as a
vehicle for moral or philosophical teaching. Compressed, situational,
everyday allegory in short contemporary texts has received little attention.
Persian song lyrics sit between poetry, colloquial speech, and music. They
have been studied mainly for emotion, language, or social themes, not for
rhetorical mechanisms. Existing work on Kakaei concerns resistance
literature, epic themes, and social ghazal (Najmoddin & Sadeghi, 2017;
Meskini et al., 2024; Eshghi Sardehi et al., 2024). None treats allegory as a
mechanism of meaning production.



This study asks how, and through which linguistic, narrative, and situational
mechanisms, allegory becomes a strategy of indirect meaning-making in
Kakaei’s songs. Its aims are to identify and classify the types of allegory, to
analyze their semantic and structural mechanisms, and to place Kakaei within
the tradition of Persian allegorical literature.

2. Materials and Methods

The research is qualitative and descriptive-analytical, with a rhetorical-
semantic approach. Using purposive sampling, twenty songs were selectid
from about 150, drawn from Kakaei’s collections (2007, 2010) and his bests
known songs. The selection criterion was the presence of a concrete sithation
or compressed narrative that stands in for am abstract concept (Shafiei
Kadkani, 2020).

The theoretical framework rests on four concepts: )’
- the distinction between allegory, metaphor, ahd si\mile;

- the systematic duality of meaning, meaning, thé*simultaneity of a literal
and an interpretive level (Abrams & Harpham, 2014);

- embodied cognition and conceptual rnetap}lor (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980);

- the role of narrative situations(in allegori€al representation (Fletcher,
2012).

Allegory is also distinguished from k€naye (indirect expression): kenaye
works through a lexical ‘or Jsentence-level relation of implication, while
allegory réquires a whole situation or narrative. Each song was treated as an
independent semantic unit and analyzed through close reading.

3. Discussion and An\alysis
The analysis identified four types of allegory.
Psychological-emotional allegory represents inner states through concrete
scenes. In “2Ayengh” (Mirror), the “broken mirror on the ground” stands for a
shattered but more perceptive self. The song inverts the conventional mirror-
as-clarity metaphor: breakage makes better seeing possible, and multiplication
({‘ajthousand hearts, a thousand arms”) shows the fragmented narrator. In
*Yek kelid-e kohneh charkhid...”, the key turning in the “lock of the chest”
%'and the broken heart trampled by pilgrims form a compressed story of inner
opening followed by being crushed. The finale of the serial Keshik-e¢ Ghalb
extends this through the caged bird, shifting captivity from emotional to
perceptual, since the world is seen only through bars.
Situational-social allegory presents social critique through spatial images. In
“Posht-e in manzareh-ha-ye kaghazi” (Behind These Paper Landscapes), the
“paper landscapes” represent a staged, inauthentic society set against “the
beginning of the day” as authenticity. In “Khak-e khasteh”, the tired earth is



personified as an activist unable to bear its load, making social and political
unease visible as a body near collapse.
Ritual allegory appropriates collective practices, such as tying one’s heart to
the locks of a shrine window or the pilgrim crowd, to express individual pain
or hope. Personification of collective states (“intellects drunk with madness,”
“loves weeping blood”) belongs here too.
Extended narrative allegory operates across a whole song. “Mahi va Darya?
(Fish and Sea) depicts belonging and separation through fish and sea, joined
by mutual ignorance: the fish does not know the sea’s loneliness, nor the sga
the fish’s unawareness. “Khatoon” builds an existential allegorywfrom a
paradoxical situation in which every act (crying, laughing, stonytelling,
parting) loses meaning without the beloved.
Across these types, allegory has three structural|functions:

1. It defers meaning and avoids explicitness,

2. It creates multi-layered signification. A
3. It generalizes individual experience into a C({llective or existential
model. N

Structural features include compression, reliangg®on everyday and natural
imagery, diversity of structural forms (from a single hemistich to a whole
song), roots in cultural and religious heritage, and interpretive tension arising
from paradox (breakage/better sight,paper/true day). Psychological allegories
are more frequent than social ones, ‘consistént with a focus on individual
experience that reflects collectively.

4. Conclusion
Allegory in Kakaei’s songs i§*a foundational mechanism of meaning-making
rather than an ornament. By building concrete scenes, compressed narratives,
and ritual and social Qituations, he turns personal experiences of love, loss,
loneliness, and separation into transferable models and invites the audience to
take partyin preducing meaning. His work continues the Persian allegorical
tradition ‘but, moves it from didactic and moral expression to everyday
experiencedand contemporary language. The study contributes a typology of
four allegonytypes, three structural functions, and an analytical model for
contemporary song. Limitations are the focus on a single lyricist and the
exclusion“of music, performance, and reception. Future research could
compare allegory across lyricists, examine its relation to melodic structure,
¥'study audience reception, and analyze allegory as a means of discursive
resistance under censorship.

Keywords: Allegory, Abdoljabbar Kakaei, contemporary song,
semantics, typology, literary language.
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