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Investigation and analysis of the process of
transformation of “Samandar” (salamander) in Persian,
Western and Chinese ancient texts

Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and
Literature, School of Asian and African Studies, Shanghai

Cheng Wang “* *
International Studies University, Shanghai, China

Abstract

The Word "Samandar" which means a mythical Eurasian animal has been
mentioned in the form of various animals in Chinese, Persian and Western
historical texts and literature. In Western texts, this animal was usually
described as a "tailed amphibian that lives in fire", which is actually
considered the "salamander” in biology today; However, in Islamic and
Chinese texts, this animal was mostly recorded as a "fiery animal whose hair
can be woven into a cloth that does not burn in fire", which the authors
meant was "fireproof cotton", and in Chinese texts it has another name "Hu
Huan" Fabric. In this article, the author has tried to examine the similarities
and differences between people's understanding of "salamander” in the West
and the East in ancient times by sampling the descriptions of "salamander" in
various texts; And by focusing on the similarity of the "salamander" feature
in Persian and Chinese texts, to explain the flow of promotion of the
"salamander" myth from the western regions (lranian and Arab lands) to
China and to emphasize the fact that the transfer of the “salamander” myth
from the west to The East is one of the important examples of cultural
exchanges between Chinese and Iranian-Islamic civilizations.

Keywords: "Hu Huan" Fabric, Persian texts, Chinese texts,
Samandar.
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Abstract

Jakobson’s model of language functions categorizes effective acts of
communication into six distinct functions: referential, emotive, conative,
phatic, metalingual, and poetic. According to Jakobson, artists can influence
the audience by utilizing these functions to channel their message. The
functions of language, alongside their orientations toward the addressee,
addresser, message and other components, play a crucial role in determining
the writer’s mode of expression and the portrayal of the world around them,
which can result in distinct representations of the same subject. This study
focuses on examining and analyzing the effects of language functions in
Hafez’s ghazals based on Jakobson’s communication process, utilizing a
descriptive-analytical method and library resources,. The research takes a
predominantly structuralist approach, with the Ghani-Qazvini edition of
Hafez’s poems serving as the base source. By incorporating linguistic
findings and the poetic function of language, the research aims to illustrate
the poetic manipulations of language employed by Hafez in his ghazals. It is
these intentional manipulations of language that contribute to the lasting
appeal and endurance of Hafez’s poems. The findings of the research
highlight that, considering the linguistic and thematic characteristics of
Hafez’s ghazals, each language functions, according to Jacobson’s theory of
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communication, can be examined through three axes: 1) structure, 2) theme,
3) audience. The analysis of sentence structures, such as bipartite, tripartite,
and quadripartite sentences, reveal that primary and secondary elements
encompassing subjective, complementary, objective, predicative, and
adverbial functions, all play a role in conveying the poet’s intended message
in most verses.

Keywords: Hafez’s ghazals, Language functions, Jakobson’s Theory
of Verbal Communication, Jakobson.
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Abstract

Persian poetry has long reflected nature and its manifestations, using a
language that beautifully illustrates the close connection between natural
phenomena and poetic thought. The mode of expression in these poems
skillfully convey this connection through vivid description of nature, the
incorporation of symbolic imagery, and allegories drawn from the natural
world. However, the advent of the industrial revolution and the subsequent
rise of machinery, which affected various aspects of human existence,
significantly altered the bond between humans and nature. As humans
positioned themselves as superior to nature, an imbalanced and one-sided
relationship ensued. In response, ecocriticism has emerged as a discipline
aiming to explore the intricate relationship between literature and the
surrounding natural environment. Ecocritical scholars deploy diverse
approaches to examine how nature and its manifestations are depicted in
literary texts. This article specifically delves into the linguistic features of
two notable Persian poets, Nima Yushij and Manuchehr Atashi, in their
representation of nature and its manifestations. Nima believes that no word
possesses inherent poetic qualities; rather, its usage and function determine
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its poetic merit. On the other hand, Atashi employs a rich and evocative
language imbued with warm climatic emotions, using beautiful poetic
interpretations, fresh expressions, thematic exploration, and novel metaphors
that encapsulate the vibrant environment of the southern regions. Atashi’s
poetry incorporates archaic words to convey strength, while the inclusion of
Arabic words enhances the natural rhythm of colloquial speech. Both poets
showcase innovative styles influenced by their respective local dialects. In
Nima’s poems, natural elements serve as symbols representing cultural and
social concepts, whereas Atashi’s use of regional vocabulary intends to
familiarize the readers with the specific characteristics of the southern
environment and its conditions. In Atashi’s poetry, readers encounter a
juxtaposition of native violence and poetic delicacy. Words such as
sabakhzar, kahareh, and titermuk evoke imagery reminiscent of darug and
makhula found in Nima’s poetry, while simultaneously conjuring up images
of the southern landscape in the reader’s mind.

Keywords: Literary language, ecocriticism, Nima Yushij, Manuchehr
Atashi, new poetry, local language.
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Abstract

Allusion is a discursive tool which operates on the semantic congruity of
words and plays a crucial role in advancing the speaker’s objectives. This
study delves into the discursive significance of “religious allusions” in the
context of courtroom interaction between judges and defendants from a
forensic linguistics perspective, drawing insights from McMenamin’s
framework. Employing a descriptive-analytical research approach, this study
examined a corpus consisting of 50 video clips featuring courtroom
proceedings from Iranian TV programs and documentaries. The findings
revealed that religious allusions are commonly employed in these legal
settings. Furthermore, the findings highlighted notable difference in the
usage of religious allusions between judges and defendants. Judges
predominantly draw upon Quranic and hadith allusions, whereas defendants
tend to rely on historical, narrative, and folklore references, reflecting their
distinctive perspectives and cultural backgrounds. The implications of this
investigation suggest that legal professionals would benefit from educational
workshops to enhance their understanding of this linguistic phenomenon,
ultimately fostering smoother court proceedings.
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2. prescriptive norm
3. descriptive norm
4. quantitative norm
5. McMenamin
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3. verbal domain
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. types of norms

. linguistic strudctures
. standard norm

. variation within the norm
. deviation from the norm

. grammatically correct
. socially appropriate

. choice of variety

. situational factor
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1. how often forms are used
2. in a defined social context
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Abstract

This research aims to elucidate Lakoff’s Women’s Language theory and
explore the presence of its components in the play Kurosh Kabir by Pari
Saberi. Through a descriptive-analytical approach, the main focus is on
identifying and analyzing women’s language components, as outlined in
Lakoff’s model, within the context of the play. The significance of this study
lies in delving into the gender linguistics theory of Lakoff and the literary
merit of Kurosh Kabir. The research investigates the presence of women’s
language indicators in the work, guided by Lakoff model. It hypothesizes
that the play contains a substantial number of women’s language
components worth investigating. The evaluation of the play occurs on three
levels: linguistic (lexical and syntactic), literary, and intellectual. Despite the
limited number of female characters (4 female characters compared to 29
male characters), the dialogue of these few women exhibit several women’s
language components. The overall language of the play is also influenced by
the female playwright’s language style, showcasing distinct feminine
features. Moreover, these feminine features are also noticeable in the
language of male characters, accentuated by the choir serving as narrators.
Their role in depicting dramatic scenes further enriches the portrayal of
Kurosh Kabir by Saberi with prominent women’s language components.
Notable features include the use of intensifiers, word repetition, prayer
sentences, poetic language, and a significance emphasis on body language
throughout the work.

Keywords: Gender linguistics, Women’s language, Robin Lakoff,
Pari Saberi, Kurosh Kabir.
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uppercase and the rest of the letters in lowercase.

— If more than one work has been published by an author in a year, these works
should be distinguished by mentioning the letters < ,l\,... or a, b,... after the year
of publication.

—  Refer to non-Persian sources in the same language.

— I the book has more than three authors, after the name of the first author, the
phrase “et al.” should be written; A work that does not have the author’s name
should be referred to the name of the book; A work provided by an institution or
organization should be referred to the name of the institution or organization.

—  ORCID should be presented before the list (Times New Roman 11).

—  Persian sources should be written with B zar 12, English sources with Times New
Roman 11, and Arabic sources with B badr 12 and Hanging 1cm)

—  The list of sources and references should be arranged alphabetically at the end of
the article as follows:

Persian (B Lotus 14 Bold)



Articles’ Publication Manual and Submission Method

—  The article should be the result of scientific research in one of the topics related to
Literary Language.

—  The Editorial board is free to accept, reject and Edit articles.

—  The order of publishing articles is determined by the Editorial board’s opinion and
review.

—  The author is responsible for the accuracy of the content of the article.

—  Atrticles should be submitted through the integrated system of scientific journals
(jrll.atu.ac.ir).

— Ineach article, line spacing should be 1 cm, the margin should be 4.5 cm on both
sides and 5 cm from below and above; and each article should be at most twenty
A4 pages (with Zar font 13) written based on Dastur-e Xatt-e Farsi (Persian
Script Orthography) approved by the Academy of Persian Language and
Literature (www .persianacademy.ir).

—  The software used should be Microsoft Word 10 or higher.

—  Page spacing should be Multiple 0.9.

—  The first paragraph that comes after each heading, should not be indented.

—  Subsequent paragraphs should be 0.5 cm indented.

—  Footnotes should be in APA style (Surname, First Name’s Initial).

—  In-text numbers should be written in Persian.

— A momayyez or decimal separator (/) should be used for decimals.

— All headings should be at 12pt distance from the previous text, and 0 pt distance
from the following text

—  The abstract should be prepared and written in one paragraph and include the
following sections (without giving them separate headings):

e Introduction to the problem (one or two sentences),

e  Purpose (one sentence),

e Method (two to three sentences including the research plan, statistical
community, number of samples, sampling method, intervention, tool {the full
name of the tool, the manufacturer name and the year of manufacture},

e  Method of data analysis {without mentioning software name},

e Results (two to three sentences, including main findings without mentioning
numbers), and

e  Conclusion (two sentences).

Please note that abstracts are narrative texts. So, dividing their sections and giving

them separate headings are not allowed.

The number of abstract words should be 150 to 250 (Abstract verbs should be

written in past tense).

— On the title page, the followings should be respectively presented: The title of the
article (B Zar 15 Bold), the name of the author/authors (B Compset 12 Bold), the
academic rank and the name of the university or affiliated organization (B
Compset 10), the abstract (150 words/B Zar 11), keywords (4-7 words, separated
by commas/Lotus B 12).

* The name of the corresponding author should be starred and mentioned in the footnote of
the corresponding author’s email.

Faculty members: Academic Rank (Instructor, Assistant Professor, Associate Professor,
Professor), Department (if any), University, City, Country.

Students: Student (Bachelor, Master, Doctorate) of Field of Study, University, City, Country.
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